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Sports Illustrated 1992 Sports Almanac
Presents the history, equipment, techniques, and
interesting facts of baseball.

The Brooklyn Nine
From its first pitch, baseball has reflected national
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values and promoted the idea of what it means to be
American. Beloved narratives tied the national
pastime to beliefs as fundamental to our civic life as
racial equality, patriotism, heroism, and virtuous
capitalism. Mitchell Nathanson calls foul. Rejecting
the myths and much-told tales, he examines how
power is as much a part of baseball--and America--as
pine tar and eye black. Indeed, the struggles for
power within the game paralleled those that defined
our nation. Nathanson follows the new Americans who
sought club ownership to promote their social status
in the increasingly closed caste system of nineteenthcentury America. He shows how the rise and public
rebuke of the Players Association reflects the
collective spirit of working and middle-class America
in the mid-twentieth century and the countervailing
forces that sought to beat back the emerging
movement. He lays bare the debilitating effects of a
harsh double standard that required African American
players to possess an unimpeachable character
merely to take the field--a standard no white player
had to meet. Told with passion and righteous outrage,
A People's History of Baseball offers an incisive
alternative history of America's much-loved--if
misunderstood--national pastime.

Moneyball (Movie Tie-in Edition) (Movie
Tie-in Editions)
A People's History of Baseball
Introduction by Kevin Baker The Natural, Bernard
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Malamud's first novel, published in 1952, is also the
first—and some would say still the best—novel ever
written about baseball. In it Malamud, usually
appreciated for his unerring portrayals of postwar
Jewish life, took on very different material—the story
of a superbly gifted "natural" at play in the fields of
the old daylight baseball era—and invested it with the
hardscrabble poetry, at once grand and altogether
believable, that runs through all his best work. Four
decades later, Alfred Kazin's comment still holds true:
"Malamud has done something which—now that he
has done it!—looks as if we have been waiting for it
all our lives. He has really raised the whole passion
and craziness and fanaticism of baseball as a popular
spectacle to its ordained place in mythology."

Our Game
Explains how Billy Beene, the general manager of the
Oakland Athletics, is using a new kind of thinking to
build a successful and winning baseball team without
spending enormous sums of money.

Early Innings
Discusses baseball's history and the game's
relationship to American society from the 1850s until
the present day.

Game Faces
Our Game is a book by Charles C. Alexander,
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of History at Ohio
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University and author of acclaimed baseball books
Our Game: An American Baseball History and Rogers
Hornsby: A Biography, and Breaking the Slump:
Baseball in the Depression Era.

Past Time
"The ultimate chronicle of the games behind the
game."—The New York Times Book Review Baseball
has always inspired rhapsodic elegies on the glory of
man and golden memories of wonderful times. But
what you see on the field is only half the game. In this
fascinating, colorful chronicle—based on hundreds of
interviews and years of research and digging—John
Helyar brings to vivid life the extraordinary people
and dramatic events that shaped America's favorite
pastime, from the dead-ball days at the turn of the
century through the great strike of 1994. Witness
zealous Judge Landis banish eight players, including
Shoeless Joe Jackson, after the infamous "Black Sox"
scandal; the flamboyant A's owner Charlie Finley
wheel and deal his star players, Vida Blue and Rollie
Fingers, like a deck of cards; the hysterical bidding
war of coveted free agent Catfish Hunter; the chainsmoking romantic, A. Bartlett Giamatti, locking horns
with Pete Rose during his gambling days of summer;
and much more. Praise for The Lords of the Realm "A
must-read for baseball fans . . . reads like a suspense
novel."—Kirkus Reviews "Refreshingly hard-headed . .
. the only book you'll need to read on the
subject."—Newsday "Lots of stories . . . well told,
amusing . . . edifying."—The Washington Post
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Baseball
A graphic novel-style history of baseball, providing an
illustrated look at the major games, players, and rule
changes that shaped the sport. This graphic novel
steps up to the plate and covers all the bases in
illustrating the origin of America's national pastime,
presenting a complete look at the beginnings (both
real and legendary), developments, triumphs, and
tragedies of baseball. It also breaks down the cultural
impact and significance of the sport both in America
and overseas (including Japan, Cuba, and the
Dominican Republic), from the early days of America
to the flying W outside Wrigley Field in 2016.
Featuring members of Baseball's Hall of Fame and
modern day stand-outs—including Cy Young, Babe
Ruth, Jackie Robinson, Hank Aaron, the 1930s New
York Yankees, the 2004 Boston Red Sox, the 2016
Chicago Cubs, and more—The Comic Book Story of
Baseball spotlights the players, teams, games, and
moments that built the sport's legacy and ensured its
popularity.

The Baseball Trust
From its modest beginnings in rural America to its
current status as an entertainment industry in
postindustrial America enjoyed worldwide by millions
each season, the linkages between baseball’s
evolution and our nation’s history are undeniable.
Through war, depression, times of tumultuous
upheaval and of great prosperity – baseball has been
held up as our national pastime: the single greatest
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expression of America’s values and ideals. Combining
a comprehensive history of the game with broader
analyses of America’s historical and cultural
developments, National Pastime encapsulates the
values that have allowed it to endure: hope, tradition,
escape, revolution. While nostalgia, scandal, malaise
and triumph are contained within the study of any
American historical moment, we see in this book that
the tensions and developments within the game of
baseball afford the best window into a deeper
understanding of America’s past, its purpose, and its
principles.

Koppett's Concise History of Major
League Baseball
This annotated bibliography covers approximately
400 novels published from 1838 through 2007. A
substantial introduction to the history and
development of the genre precedes the
chronologically arranged entries, which provide
bibliographic details and extensive annotations on
plot, themes, and compositional strengths and
weaknesses. Mainstream novels by writers such as
Hemingway, Wolfe, Roth, and DeLillo are included.
Appendices provide historical overviews for the
primary baseball subgenres, including mystery,
fantasy, and science-fiction; lists for novels that
foreground issues of race or ethnicity (or both, as in
Winegardner's Vera Cruz Blues), gender (Gilbert's A
League of Their Own), and class (Hay's The Dixie
Association); and the author's rankings of great
baseball novels overall and by subgenre.
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The Comic Book Story of Baseball
Baseball was different in earlier days—tougher, rawer,
more intimate—when giants like Babe Ruth and Ty
Cobb ran the bases. In the monumental classic The
Glory of Their Times, the golden era of our national
pastime comes alive through the vibrant words of
those who played and lived the game.

Baseball
Dean A. Sullivan presents a fascinating array of
provocative, unexpected, and illuminating materials
revealing the rich history of baseball. The 105 pieces
in this work cover such topics as the Merkle Boner,
Jim Thorpe, Christy Mathewson, the Black Sox
scandal, Lou Gehrig, the death of Ray Chapman, Ty
Cobb, Dizzy Dean, and more from the storied major
leagues. Lesser-known treasures celebrate semipro
teams, boys' baseball fiction, Japanese baseball,
college ball, black baseball, the minor leagues,
women's teams, and other facets of the wonderful
game of baseball.

The Baseball Novel
A sports columnist and author of Year in the Sun
blends intriguing insights and anecdotes into a
detailed history of baseball, capturing the iconic
events, players, and games, as well as the sport's
integral role in American history, culture, and society,
from the Civil War era to the big business and drug
scandals of the present day. Reprint. 20,000 first
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printing.

501 Baseball Books Fans Must Read
Before They Die
Henry Wiggen, the bedraggled six-foot-three,
195-pound, left-handed pitcher for the New York
Mammoths, returns to narrate another novel in his
inimitable manner. Fans who loved him in Bang the
Drum Slowly, The Southpaw, and A Ticket for a
Seamstitch (all Bison Books) will cheer his comeback.
Wiggen is now thirty-nine, a fading veteran with a
floating fastball, a finicky prostate, and other
intimations of mortality. Released from the
Mammoths after nineteen years, the twenty-seventh
winningest pitcher in baseball history (tied at 247
victories with Joseph J. "Iron Man" McGinnity and John
Powell), Wiggen is not ready to hang up his glove.
What impels Henry to pitch against Pate, to trek to
California and as far as Japan? He still has a few
seasons, a few innings left anyway. Is he principled or
possessed? You'll have to decide for yourself as
author Mark Harris plays out Wiggen's midlife crisis on
familiar American turf: the baseball diamond.

Baseball and American Culture
Providing a complete review of the year in sports, this
authoritative reference provides statistical reports,
photographs, histories, previews, and special features
on the world's major sports.

Baseball
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Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from
social services after being banned from playing Little
League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is
only twelve years old and he has no parents to offer
them proof. Reprint.

It Looked Like for Ever
A history of baseball explores the ways in which the it
both influenced, and was influenced by, politics,
racism, literature, and more

The Art of Fielding
Propounding his "small ball theory" of sports
literature, George Plimpton proposed that "the
smaller the ball, the more formidable the literature."
Of course he had the relatively small baseball in mind,
because its literature is formidable--vast and varied,
instructive, often wildly entertaining, and occasionally
brilliant. From this bewildering array of baseball
books, Ron Kaplan has chosen 501 of the best,
making it easier for fans to find just the books to suit
them (or to know what they're missing). From
biography, history, fiction, and instruction to books
about ballparks, business, and rules, anyone who
loves to read about baseball will find in this book a
companionable guide, far more fun than a reference
work has any right to be.

The Boys of Summer
“Football is force and fanatics, basketball is beauty
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and bounce. Baseball is everything: action, grace, the
seasons of our lives. George Vecsey’s book proves it,
without wasting a word.” –Lee Eisenberg, author of
The Number In Baseball, one of the great bards of
America’s Grand Old Game gives a rousing account of
the sport, from its pre-Republic roots to the present
day. George Vecsey casts a fresh eye on the game,
illuminates its foibles and triumphs, and performs a
marvelous feat: making a classic story seem
refreshingly new. Baseball is a narrative of America’s
can-do spirit, in which stalwart immigrants such as
Henry Chadwick could transplant cricket and rounders
into the fertile American culture and in which die-hard
unionist baseballers such as Charles Comiskey and
Connie Mack could eventually become the tightfisted
avatars of the game’s big-money establishment. It’s a
celebration of such underdogs as a rag-armed catcher
turned owner named Branch Rickey and a surehanded fielder named Curt Flood, both of whom
flourished as true great men of history. But most of
all, Baseball is a testament to the unbreakable bond
between our nation’s pastime and the fans, who’ve
remained loyal through the fifty-year-long interdict on
black athletes, the Black Sox scandal, franchise
relocation, and the use of performance-enhancing
drugs by some major stars. Reverent, playful, and
filled with Vecsey’s charm, Baseball begs to be read
in the span of a rain-delayed doubleheader, and so
enjoyable that, like a favorite team’s championship
run, one hopes it never ends. “Vecsey possesses a
journalist’s eye for detail and a historian’s feel for the
sweep of action. His research is scrupulous and his
writing crisp. This book is an instant classic—— a
highly readable guide to America’s great enduring
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pastime.” — The Louisville Courier Journal

The Lords of the Realm
Barnstorming is a novel, inspired by the author's
hometown of Eatonville, Florida, one of the first
legally incorporated self-governing black
municipalities in the U.S. The characters are based on
family and tales told throughout his life. The story
tells of a young black woman who inherits a Negro
League baseball team and meets a wealthy white
sports writer. They defy the rules of Jim Crow to cover
her team's games in his father's Houston newspaper.
Barnstorming is an homage to the great pastime of
the Negro Baseball League. The book is about race blacks and whites in the South during a time of
cultural change. It is also about love, honor,
perseverance, and understanding during an often
violent era in U.S. history. This was a time of lynching,
of unspeakable hatred. And yet, there were many who
stood up to the "wrongs" and worked hard to make
them "right". Barnstorming is about the good and the
bad, the complexities of bias, and the triumph of so
many Americans. Jonathan Carroll began writing
Barnstorming on the encouragement of his mother,
Jacqueline Leola Carroll, who always believed in not
only stepping outside the box, but in not seeing a box
at all. Writer Tom Martorelli joined him in developing
the story and characters, placing them in the
historical context of the American South in the 1940s
and '50s.

The New Bill James Historical Baseball
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Abstract
This is a straightforward history of the Athletics
franchise, from its Connie Mack years in Philadelphia
with teams featuring Eddie Collins, Chief Bender,
Jimmy Foxx, Mickey Cochrane and Lefty Grove,
through its 13 years in Kansas City, under Arnold
Johnson and Charles O. Finley, and on to its great
years in Oakland--with the three World Series wins
featuring Catfish Hunter, Reggie Jackson, Sal Bando
and Vida Blue, and the conflicts with Finley--as well as
the less successful seasons that followed, then the
Series sweep in 1989, and ending up with the unusual
operation of the club by Billy Beane.

The Natural
1845: Felix Schneider, an immigrant from Germany,
cheers the New York Knickerbockers as they play
Three-Out, All-Out. 1908: Walter Snider, batboy for
the Brooklyn Superbas, arranges a team tryout for a
black pitcher by pretending he is Cuban. 1945: Kat
Snider of Brooklyn plays for the Grand Rapids Chicks
in the All-American Girls Baseball League. 1981:
Michael Flint fi nds himself pitching a perfect game
during the Little League season at Prospect Park. And
there are fi ve more Schneiders to meet. In nine
innings, this novel tells the stories of nine successive
Schneider kids and their connection to Brooklyn and
baseball. As in all family histories and all baseball
games, there is glory and heartache, triumph and
sacrifi ce. And it ain?t over till it?s over.
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Barnstorming
A history of the rise and fall of baseball in America
challenges popular beliefs about the game's evolution
while revealing how it reflects popular culture, citing
the roles of such contributing factors as gambling and
religion.

Remembering Japanese Baseball
A finalist for the National Book Award, Don DeLillo’s
most powerful and riveting novel—“a great American
novel, a masterpiece, a thrilling page-turner” (San
Francisco Chronicle)—Underworld is about the second
half of the twentieth century in America and about
two people, an artist and an executive, whose lives
intertwine in New York in the fifties and again in the
nineties. With cameo appearances by Lenny Bruce, J.
Edgar Hoover, Bobby Thompson, Frank Sinatra, Jackie
Gleason and Toots Shor, “this is DeLillo’s most
affecting novel…a dazzling, phosphorescent work of
art” (Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times).

National Pastime
A compelling history of baseball written by the Hall of
Fame sportswriter traces the history of the sport from
the 1880s to the present, covering the business,
statistics, media coverage, and controversies that
have defined the sport since the beginning. Original.

The End of Baseball
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Offers a decade-by-decade look at baseball history,
record-breaking achievements, rankings of the
greatest players in each position, and essays on a
host of baseball topics.

Baseball
This is a book about young men who learned to play
baseball during the 1930s and 1940s, and then went
on to play for one of the most exciting major-league
ball clubs ever fielded, the team that broke the colour
barrier with Jackie Robinson. It is a book by and about
a sportswriter who grew up near Ebbets Field, and
who had the good fortune in the 1950s to cover the
Dodgers for the Herald Tribune. This is a book about
what happened to Jackie, Carl Erskine, Pee Wee
Reese, and the others when their glory days were
behind them. In short, it is a book fathers and sons
and about the making of modern America. 'At a point
in life when one is through with boyhood, but has not
yet discovered how to be a man, it was my fortune to
travel with the most marvelously appealing of teams.'
Sentimental because it holds such promise, and
bittersweet because that promise is past, the first
sentence of this masterpiece of sporting literature,
first published in the early '70s, sets its tone. The
team is the mid-20th-century Brooklyn Dodgers, the
team of Robinson and Snyder and Hodges and Reese,
a team of great triumph and historical import
composed of men whose fragile lives were filled with
dignity and pathos. Roger Kahn, who covered that
team for the New York Herald Tribune, makes
understandable humans of his heroes as he chronicles
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the dreams and exploits of their young lives,
beautifully intertwining them with his own, then
recounts how so many of those sweet dreams curdled
as the body of these once shining stars grew rusty
with age and battered by experience.

Heat
At Westish College, a small school on the shore of
Lake Michigan, baseball star Henry Skrimshander
seems destined for big league stardom. But when a
routine throw goes disastrously off course, the fates
of five people are upended. Henry's fight against selfdoubt threatens to ruin his future. College president
Guert Affenlight, a longtime bachelor, has fallen
unexpectedly and helplessly in love. Owen Dunne,
Henry's gay roommate and teammate, becomes
caught up in a dangerous affair. Mike Schwartz, the
Harpooners' team captain and Henry's best friend,
realizes he has guided Henry's career at the expense
of his own. And Pella Affenlight, Guert's daughter,
returns to Westish after escaping an ill-fated
marriage, determined to start a new life. As the
season counts down to its climactic final game, these
five are forced to confront their deepest hopes,
anxieties, and secrets. In the process they forge new
bonds, and help one another find their true paths.
Written with boundless intelligence and filled with the
tenderness of youth, The Art of Fielding is an
expansive, warmhearted novel about ambition and its
limits, about family and friendship and love, and
about commitment--to oneself and to others.
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Baseball Before We Knew It
The impact of antitrust law on sports is in the news all
the time, especially when there is labor conflict
between players and owners, or when a team wants
to move to a new city. And if the majority of
Americans have only the vaguest sense of what
antitrust law is, most know one thing about it-that
baseball is exempt. In The Baseball Trust, legal
historian Stuart Banner illuminates the series of court
rulings that resulted in one of the most curious
features of our legal system-baseball's exemption
from antitrust law. A serious baseball fan, Banner
provides a thoroughly entertaining history of the
game as seen through the prism of an extraordinary
series of courtroom battles, ranging from 1890 to the
present. The book looks at such pivotal cases as the
1922 Supreme Court case which held that federal
antitrust laws did not apply to baseball; the 1972
Flood v. Kuhn decision that declared that baseball is
exempt even from state antitrust laws; and several
cases from the 1950s, one involving boxing and the
other football, that made clear that the exemption is
only for baseball, not for sports in general. Banner
reveals that for all the well-documented foibles of
major league owners, baseball has consistently
received and followed antitrust advice from leading
lawyers, shrewd legal advice that eventually won for
baseball a protected legal status enjoyed by no other
industry in America. As Banner tells this fascinating
story, he also provides an important reminder of the
path-dependent nature of the American legal system.
At each step, judges and legislators made decisions
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that were perfectly sensible when considered one at a
time, but that in total yielded an outcome-baseball's
exemption from antitrust law-that makes no sense at
all.

The Glory of Their Times
"The perfect gift for the diehard fan in your life or an
enviable treasure for yourself, The Ultimate Yankee
Book is the most current and comprehensive resource
of trivia, people and stories from the teams creation
in 1901 to today. Harvey Frommer is a renowned
baseball historian and the author of The New York
Yankee Encyclopedia. In many ways, this book is an
expansion and renovation of that book, adding new
stories such as the Steinbrenner owners and famed
recent legends such as Derek Jeter and A-Rod. But it
goes beyond the first book. Far more than just stories,
the book is packed with enough statistics, bests-andworsts, oddities and assorted data to satisfy serious
trivia junkies. One of the best new features is the
Yankee March of Time, including essential trivia from
every year, and the daring and daunting Ultimate
Yankee Quiz. Test your own knowledge or that of
friends and family at your next gathering or World
Series party with 150 questions and detailed answers
in this fun, informative quiz. Fans of the Yankees are
proud to call their team the greatest of all time not
only have they boasted the most World Series
championships and the most players in the Hall of
Fame, they re also the most hotly discussed team in
the news media, social media and in
books."--Publisher's description.
Page 17/24

Acces PDF The Baseball Novel A History And
Annotated Bibliography Of Adult Fiction
Baseball
BLOOPER: BALL SQUIRTS THROUGH BILLY BUCKNER'S
LEGS. BLUNDER: BILLY BUCKNER'S MANAGER LEFT
HIM IN THE GAME. Baseball bloopers are fun; they're
funny, even. A pitcher slips on the mound and his
pitch sails over the backstop. An infielder camps
under a pop-upand the ball lands ten feet away. An
outfielder tosses a souvenir to a fanbut that was just
the second out, and runners are circling the bases
(and laughing). Without these moments, the highlight
reels wouldn't be nearly as entertaining. Baseball
blunders, however, can be tragic, and they will leave
diehard fans asking whywhywhy? Rob Neyer's Big
Book of Baseball Blunders does its best to answer all
those whys, exploring the worst decisions and
stupidest moments of managers, general managers,
owners, and even commissioners. As he did in his Big
Book of Baseball Lineups, Rob Neyer provides readers
with a fascinating examination of baseball's rich
history, this time through the lens of the game's
sometimes hilarious, often depressing, and always
perplexing blunders. · Which ill-fated move cost the
Chicago White Sox a great hitter and the 1919 World
Series? · What was Babe Ruth thinking when he
became the first (and still the only) player to end a
World Series by getting caught trying to steal? · Did
playing one-armed Pete Gray in 1945 cost the Browns
a pennant? · How did winning a coin toss lead to the
Dodgers losing the National League pennant on
Bobby Thomson's "Shot Heard 'round the World"? ·
How damaging was the Frank Robinson-for-Milt
Pappas deal, really? · Which of Red Sox manager Don
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Zimmer's mistakes in 1978 was the worst? · Which
Yankees trade was even worse than swapping Jay
Buhner for Ken Phelps? · What non-move cost Buck
Showalter a job and gave Joe Torre the opportunity of
a lifetime? · Game 7, 2003 ALCS: Pedro winds up to
throw his 123rd pitchwhat were you thinking? These
are just a few of the legendary (and not-so-legendary)
blunders that Neyer analyzes, always with an eye on
what happened, why it happened, and how it changed
the fickle course of history. And in separate chapters,
Neyer also reviews some of the game's worst trades
and draft picks and closely examines all the teams
that fell just short of first place. Another in the series
of Neyer's Big Books of baseball history, Baseball
Blunders should win a place in every devoted fan's
library.

Gotham Baseball
After returning from Gaudalcanal in 1944 with a
missing leg and no money, Bill Veeck manages to
hustle his way into buying the Philadelphia Athletics
and recruites players from the Negro Leagues to
create the greatest team in baseball history.

Rob Neyer's Big Book of Baseball
Blunders
This book provides a general history of baseball that
connects developments in the sport with key themes
in American history. Following each chapter are
important readings that illustrate and document these
connections and discussion questions that can be
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used in the classroom.

Underworld
This compilation of 120 primary writings documents
baseball’s first century, from a loosely organized
village social event to the arrival of the National
League. Collecting from a wide range of
sources—including newspaper accounts, letters, folk
poetry, songs, and annual guides—Dean A. Sullivan of
Fairfax, Virginia, progresses chronologically from the
earliest known baseball reference (1825) to the
creation of the Doubleday Myth (1908).

The Ultimate Yankee Book
A history of baseball in America provides in a second
edition the author's commentary on the sport in the
1990s, from the influence of Latino players and the
building of retroparks to the race for new home-run
records. Simultaneous.

Baseball
One of the great bards of America's Grand Old Game
gives a rousing account of baseball, from its preRepublic roots to the present day. Vecsey casts a
fresh eye on the sport, illuminates its foibles and
triumphs, and makes a classic story seem refreshingly
new. This book is a narrative of America's can-do
spirit, in which stalwart immigrants could transplant
cricket and rounders in the fertile American culture
and die-hard unionist players could later become the
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tightfisted avatars of the game's big-money
establishment. It's a celebration of champions and
underdogs. But most of all, it is a testament to the
unbreakable bond between our nation's pastime and
the fans, who've remained loyal through the fifty-yearlong interdict on black athletes, the Black Sox
scandal, franchise relocation, and the use of
performance-enhancing drugs by some major
stars.--From publisher description.

Baseball in the Garden of Eden
A charming gift book showcasing baseball cards from
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
alongside photos from the early days of the nation's
beloved pastime Game Faces showcases rare and
colorful baseball cards from the Library of Congress's
Benjamin K. Edwards Collection, bringing to life an era
of American history that saw the game explode in
popularity. Marrying gems from the collection's 2,100
baseball cards to images of American life from 1887
to 1914, the book also offers engaging insights into
the players and the game, giving readers an intimate
view of both baseball's development and American
culture at the turn of the twentieth century. The book
highlights cards depicting many of the game's first
stars--including Ty Cobb, Cy Young, and Christy
Mathewson--as well as less widely known figures,
shown with extravagant ornamentation and boldly
juxtaposed colors that render the cards works of art in
their own right. Game Faces is a rich, engrossing
history of the baseball card and the ways that it has
illustrated and influenced American culture as a
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whole. It is a must-have for those who love baseball.

The A's
It may be America?s game, but no one seems to know
how or when baseball really started. Theories abound,
myths proliferate, but reliable information has been in
short supply?until now, when Baseball before We
Knew It brings fresh new evidence of baseball?s
origins into play. David Block looks into the early
history of the game and of the 150-year-old debate
about its beginnings. He tackles one stubborn
misconception after another, debunking the enduring
belief that baseball descended from the English game
of rounders and revealing a surprising new
explanation for the most notorious myth of all?the
Abner Doubleday?Cooperstown story. ø Block?s book
takes readers on an exhilarating journey through the
centuries in search of clues to the evolution of our
modern National Pastime. Among his startling
discoveries is a set of long-forgotten baseball rules
from the 1700s. Block evaluates the originality and
historical significance of the Knickerbocker rules of
1845, revisits European studies on the ancestry of
baseball which indicate that the game dates back
hundreds, if not thousands of years, and assembles a
detailed history of games and pastimes from the
Middle Ages onward that contributed to baseball?s
development. In its thoroughness and reach, and its
extensive descriptive bibliography of early baseball
sources, this book is a unique and invaluable
resource?a comprehensive, reliable, and readable
account of baseball before it was America?s game.
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Middle Innings
Baseball may be the great American pastime, but in
New York, it is a religion. Names like Ruth, Mays,
Gehrig, Wright and Robinson live in the hearts and
minds of New York fans like apostles. From the street
corner to the subway car, debates about which
Yankee, Giant, Dodger or Met is better than another
have raged on for more than one hundred years. Now,
the best of the best are chosen for each position as
New York's all-time greatest team is imagined. Shooins like the Babe and Jackie have their stories told
with a fresh perspective. The compelling case for Mike
Piazza, not Yogi Berra, as catcher is sure to spark
arguments. Sportswriter Mark Healey crafts the
Gotham baseball team through captivating tales of
the legends of the New York game.
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