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Electing to Fight
Zones of Peace in the Third World
Studies of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict typically focus on how international
conditions drive the likelihood of conflict resolution. By contrast, Democracy and
Conflict Resolution considers the understudied impact of domestic factors. Using
the contested theory of "democratic peace" as a foundational framework, the
contributors explore the effects of a variety of internal influences on Israeli
government practices related to Israeli-Palestinian peacemaking: electoral
systems; political parties; identity; leadership; and social movements.

End of History and the Last Man
Douglas M. Gibler argues that threats to homeland territories force domestic
political centralization within the state. Using an innovative theory of state
development, he explains patterns of international conflict and democracy in the
world over time.

Democracy and Conflict Resolution
Under which conditions do democracies participate in war, and when do they
abstain? Providing a unique theoretical framework, Mello identifies pathways of
war involvement and abstention across thirty democracies, investigating the wars
in Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq.

The Democratic Peace Theory and Its Relevance to South-East
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Ever since its first publication in 1992, The End of History and the Last Man has
provoked controversy and debate. Francis Fukuyama's prescient analysis of
religious fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress, ethical codes, and war is as
essential for a world fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end of the
Cold War. Now updated with a new afterword, The End of History and the Last Man
is a modern classic.

Democratic Peace
Democratic Wars
Essay from the year 2013 in the subject Politics - International Politics - General
and Theories, grade: 16, University of Aberdeen, language: English, abstract: The
democratic peace theory has been widely discussed by scholars of international
relations and whereas on the one hand it is acclaimed as the “closest thing we
have to a law in international politics”, it is rejected as not being true by the other
side. Whether the democratic peace theory is a useful guidance for policy-makers
or not is the conflict of different theories in international relations, namely
liberalism and realism. This paper wants to clarify the disparity of liberalism and
realism in the aspect of the democratic peace theory and therefore it will start with
the idealist perspective, followed by the view of the opponents of the theory and
then ending with a conclusion on the merits of democratic peace theory. In the
regard of the democratic peace theory it is difficult to find any reliable and
meaningful statistical date because this is a field of research that demands various
definitions which vary from author to author. They set up different meanings for
the terms 'democracy' and 'war' respectively 'conflict'. However, specific ideas of
those terms are essential as this paper will point out. However, there have been
examples of democracies fighting other democracies in wars, for instance the
Kashmir conflicts between India and Pakistan, or in more modern history the 2006
Lebanon War and the five-day war between Georgia and Russia in 2008.

Pluralist Democracy in International Relations
The so-called ivory tower is not—and never has been—isolated from real-world
politics

Democracy and Deterrence
Comprising essays by Michael W. Doyle, Liberal Peace examines the special
significance of liberalism for international relations. The volume begins by outlining
the two legacies of liberalism in international relations - how and why liberal states
have maintained peace among themselves while at the same time being prone to
making war against non-liberal states. Exploring policy implications, the author
focuses on the strategic value of the inter-liberal democratic community and how it
can be protected, preserved, and enlarged, and whether liberals can go beyond a
separate peace to a more integrated global democracy. Finally, the volume
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considers when force should and should not be used to promote national security
and human security across borders, and argues against President George W.
Bush’s policy of "transformative" interventions. The concluding essay engages with
scholarly critics of the liberal democratic peace. This book will be of great interest
to students of international relations, foreign policy, political philosophy, and
security studies.

Solving the War Puzzle
Globalization and Armed Conflict addresses one of the most important and
controversial issues of our time: Does global economic integration foster or
suppress violent disputes within and among states? Here, cutting-edge research by
leading figures in international relations shows that expanding commercial ties
between states pacifies some, but not necessarily all, political relationships. The
authors demonstrate that the pacific effect of economic integration hinges on
democratic structures, the size of the global system, the nature of the trade goods,
and a reduced influence of the military on political decisions. In sum, this book
demonstrates how important the still fragile "capitalist peace" is.

Liberal Peace
Errol Henderson critically examines what has been called the closest thing to an
empirical law in world politics, the concept of the democratic peace. Henderson
tests two versions of the democratic peace proposition (DPP) - that democracies
rarely if ever fight one another, and that democracies are more peaceful in general
than nondemocracies - using exactly the same data and statistical techniques as
their proponents. In effect hoisting the thesis on its own petard, he finds that the
ostensible democratic peace has in fact been the result of a confluence of several
processes during the post-World War II era. It seems clear, Henderson maintains,
that the presence of democracy is hardly a guarantor of peace - and under certain
conditions, it may even increase the probability of war. Henderson convincingly
refutes the democratic peace proposition - using exactly the same data and
techniques as its proponents.

Grasping the Democratic Peace
Civil Paths to Peace contains the analyses and findings of the Commonwealth
Commission on Respect and Understanding, established in response to the 2005
request of Commonwealth Head of Government for the Commonwealth SecretaryGeneral to 'explore initiatives to promote mutual understanding and respect
among all faiths and communities in the Commonwealth.' This report focuses
particularly on the issues of terrorism, extremism, conflict and violence, which are
much in ascendancy and afflict Commonwealth countries as well as the rest of the
world. It argues that cultivating respect and understanding is both important in
itself and consequential in reducing violence and terrorism. It further argues that
cultivated violence is generated through fomenting disrespect and fostering
confrontational misunderstandings. The report looks at the mechanisms through
which violence is cultivated through advocacy and recruitment, and the preexisting inequalities, deprivations and humiliations on which those advocacies
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draw. These diagnoses also clear the way for methods of countering disaffection
and violence. In various chapters the different connections are explored and
examined to yield general policy recommendations. Accepting diversity, respecting
all human beings, and understanding the richness of perspectives that people have
are of great relevance for all Commonwealth countries, and for its 1.8 billion
people. They are also importance for the rest of the world. The civil paths to peace
are presented here for use both inside the Commonwealth and beyond its
boundaries. The Commonwealth has survived and flourished, despite the hostilities
associated with past colonial history, through the use of a number of far-sighted
guiding principles. The Commission argues that those principles have continuing
relevance today for the future of the Commonwealth--and also for the world at
large.

Theories of War and Peace
Two fundamental strategies are necessary to create lasting peace in the world:
facilitating the spread of democracy and maintaining comprehensive deterrence
mechanisms targeted at individual world leaders. Sharp surveys conventional
approaches to avoiding war and presents evidence to validate the democratic
peace principle (the notion that democracies are inherently more peaceful than
non-democracies) and the incentive theory of war avoidance, formulated by John
Norton Moore. Sharp proposes a mathematical formula that can be used to predict
the probability of peace for a given nation. Comprehensive tables collate data from
multiple sources on freedom and human development in nations around the world.

Globalization and Armed Conflict
Mankind has been struggling since Thucydides to understand the origins of war.
Within the last quarter-century, however, many of the pieces of the war puzzle
have begun to fall into place. This book builds on the available evidence and offers
an important original theory as to the cause of war and means for its control. In
doing so, the book simultaneously offers a new theory of international relations,
bridging the gap between classical realism and idealism in international relations.
The author, a former United States Ambassador, directs the Center for National
Security Law at the University of Virginia and was the founding Chairman of the
United States Institute of Peace.

On Perpetual Peace
Historical patterns suggest that democratic governments, which often fight wars
against authoritarian regimes, maintain peaceful relationships with other
governments that uphold political freedoms and empower their civil societies. This
timely collection of essays by leading scholars examines how democracies
maintain relationships and how democratic principles are spread throughout the
world.

Puzzles of the Democratic Peace
Are democracies less likely to go to war than other kinds of states? This volume
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addresses this question, one of relevance in academic and policy-making circles
and one that has been debated by political scientists for many years.

Paths to Peace
Table of contents

Regime Change
Provides a critique and an extention of the "democratic peace" theory by focusing
on the regional level and by offering alternative explanations for the maintenance
of democratic and non-democratic "zones of peace."

Never at War
New approaches to understanding war and peace in the changing international
system. What causes war? How can wars be prevented? Scholars and policymakers
have sought the answers to these questions for centuries. Although wars continue
to occur, recent scholarship has made progress toward developing more
sophisticated and perhaps more useful theories on the causes and prevention of
war. This volume includes essays by leading scholars on contemporary approaches
to understanding war and peace. The essays include expositions, analyses, and
critiques of some of the more prominent and enduring explanations of war. Several
authors discuss realist theories of war, which focus on the distribution of power and
the potential for offensive war. Others examine the prominent hypothesis that the
spread of democracy will usher in an era of peace. In light of the apparent increase
in nationalism and ethnic conflict, several authors present hypotheses on how
nationalism causes war and how such wars can be controlled. Contributors also
engage in a vigorous debate on whether international institutions can promote
peace. In a section on war and peace in the changing international system, several
authors consider whether rising levels of international economic independence and
environmental scarcity will influence the likelihood of war.

Democratic Peace Theory
This lively survey of the history of conflict between democracies reveals a
remarkable--and tremendously important--finding: fully democratic nations have
never made war on other democracies. Furthermore, historian Spencer R. Weart
concludes in this thought-provoking book, they probably never will. Building his
argument on some forty case studies ranging through history from ancient Athens
to Renaissance Italy to modern America, the author analyzes for the first time
every instance in which democracies or regimes like democracies have confronted
each other with military force. Weart establishes a consistent set of definitions of
democracy and other key terms, then draws on an array of international sources to
demonstrate the absence of war among states of a particular democratic type. His
survey also reveals the new and unexpected finding of a still broader zone of
peace among oligarchic republics, even though there are more of such minoritycontrolled governments than democracies in history. In addition, Weart discovers
that peaceful leagues and confederations--the converse of war--endure only when
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member states are democracies or oligarchies. With the help of related findings in
political science, anthropology, and social psychology, the author explores how the
political culture of democratic leaders prevents them from warring against others
who are recognized as fellow democrats and how certain beliefs and behaviors
lead to peace or war. Weart identifies danger points for democracies, and he offers
crucial, practical information to help safeguard peace in the future.

Democracy, Liberalism, and War
By illuminating the conflict-resolving mechanisms inherent in the relationships
between democracies, Bruce Russett explains one of the most promising
developments of the modern international system: the striking fact that the
democracies that it comprises have almost never fought each other.

Kant and the Liberal Democratic Peace Theory - the Cases of
Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan
Ever since the revival of Kant's Perpetual Peace thesis, the linkages between
democracy and peace has been a central topic in international relations research,
with sustained debate over whether it exists and if it does, why it does. In this
stimulating volume, two leading IR scholars place the democratic peace debate
within a broader context, including the extent of threats in international relations,
degree of satisfaction with the status quo, the diffusion of democracy, and the rise
of the trading state. Step by step, Thompson and Rasler examine the democratic
peace through a series of puzzles concerning arguments at the dyadic, systemic,
and individual state levels. Synthesizing a broad range of knowledge and linking
islands of theory, Puzzles of the Democratic Peace provides a distinctive look at the
state of the field and paths forward.

Democracy, Peace, and Security
Does democracy decrease state repression in line with the expectations of
governments, international organizations, NGOs, social movements, academics
and ordinary citizens around the world? Most believe that a 'domestic democratic
peace' exists, rivalling that found in the realm of interstate conflict. Investigating
137 countries from 1976 to 1996, this book seeks to shed light on this question.
Specifically, three results emerge. First, while different aspects of democracy
decrease repressive behaviour, not all do so to the same degree. Human rights
violations are especially responsive to electoral participation and competition.
Second, while different types of repression are reduced, not all are limited at
comparable levels. Personal integrity violations are decreased more than civil
liberties restrictions. Third, the domestic democratic peace is not bulletproof; the
negative influence of democracy on repression can be overwhelmed by political
conflict. This research alters our conception of repression, its analysis and its
resolution.

State Repression and the Domestic Democratic Peace
The book turns the 'democratic peace' theme on its head: rather than investigating
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the reasons for the supposed pacifism of democracies, it looks for the causes of
their militancy. In order to solve this puzzle, the authors look across International
Relations, political theory, political philosophy and sociology.

Democratic Participation in Armed Conflict
Liberal democracies very rarely fight wars against each other, even though they go
to war just as often as other types of states do. John M. Owen IV attributes this
peculiar restraint to a synergy between liberal ideology and the institutions that
exist within these states. Liberal elites identify their interests with those of their
counterparts in foreign states, Owen contends. Free discussion and regular
competitive elections allow the agitations of the elites in liberal democracies to
shape foreign policy, especially during crises, by influencing governmental decision
makers. Several previous analysts have offered theories to explain liberal peace,
but they have not examined the state. This book explores the chain of events
linking peace with democracies. Owen emphasizes that peace is constructed by
democratic ideas, and should be understood as a strong tendency built upon
historically contingent perceptions and institutions. He tests his theory against ten
cases drawn from over a century of U.S. diplomatic history, beginning with the Jay
Treaty in 1794 and ending with the Spanish-American War in 1898. A world full of
liberal democracies would not necessarily be peaceful. Were illiberal states to
disappear, Owen asserts, liberal states would have difficulty identifying one
another, and would have less reason to remain at peace. --Sean M. Lynn-Jones,
Harvard University. American Political Science Review, Vol. 94, No. 4. December
2000 "Foreign Affairs"

Democratic Peace in Theory and Practice
This book demonstrates the importance of democracy for understanding modern
international relations and recovers the pluralist tradition of L.T. Hobhouse, G.D.H.
Cole, and David Mitrany. It shows that pluralism’s typical interest in civil society,
trade unionism, and transnationalism evolved as part of a wide-ranging democratic
critique that representative democracies are hardly self-sustaining and are illequipped to represent all entitled social and political interests in international
relations. Pluralist democratic peace theory advocates transnational loyalties to
check nationalist sentiments and demands the functional representation of social
and economic interests in international organizations. On the basis of the pluralist
tradition, the book shows that theories about domestic democracy and
international organizations co-evolved before scientific liberal democratic peace
theory introduced new inside/outside distinctions.

Theories of War and Peace
Hegemony and Democracy is constructed around the question of whether
hegemony is sustainable, especially when the hegemon is a democratic state. The
book draws on earlier publications over Bruce Russett’s long career and features
new chapters that show the continuing relevance of his scholarship. In examining
hegemony during and after the Cold War, it addresses: The importance of domestic
politics in the formulation of foreign policy; The benefits and costs of seeking
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security through military power at the expense of expanding networks of shared
national and transnational institutions; The incentives of other states to
bandwagon with a strong but unthreatening hegemon and 'free-ride' on benefits it
may provide rather than to balance against a powerful hegemon. The degree to
which hegemony and democracy undermine or support each other. By applying
theories of collective action and foreign policy, Russett explores the development
of American hegemony and the prospects for a democratic hegemon to retain its
influence during the coming decades. This collection is an essential volume for
students and scholars of International Relations, American Politics, and US Foreign
Policy.

Debating the Democratic Peace
This volume, newly published in paperback, is part of a comprehensive effort by R.
J. Rummel to understand and place in historical perspective the entire subject of
genocide and mass murder, or what he calls democide. It is the fifth in a series of
volumes in which he offers a detailed analysis of the 120,000,000 people killed as
a result of government action or direct intervention. In Power Kills, Rummel offers a
realistic and practical solution to war, democide, and other collective violence. As
he states it, "The solutionis to foster democratic freedom and to democratize
coercive power and force. That is, mass killing and mass murder carried out by
government is a result of indiscriminate, irresponsible Power at the center."
Rummel observes that well-established democracies do not make war on and
rarely commit lesser violence against each other. The more democratic two nations
are, the less likely is war or smaller-scale violence between them. The more
democratic a nation is, the less severe its overall foreign violence, the less likely it
will have domestic collective violence, and the less its democide. Rummel argues
that the evidence supports overwhelmingly the most important fact of our time:
democracy is a method of nonviolence.

The Territorial Peace
This two-volume Encyclopedia of Global Justice, published by Springer, along with
Springer's book series, Studies in Global Justice, is a major publication venture
toward a comprehensive coverage of this timely topic. The Encyclopedia is an
international, interdisciplinary, and collaborative project, spanning all the relevant
areas of scholarship related to issues of global justice, and edited and advised by
leading scholars from around the world. The wide-ranging entries present the
latest ideas on this complex subject by authors who are at the cutting edge of
inquiry. The Encyclopedia sets the tone and direction of this increasingly important
area of scholarship for years to come. The entries number around 500 and consist
of essays of 300 to 5000 words. The inclusion and length of entries are based on
their significance to the topic of global justice, regardless of their importance in
other areas.

Democracy and War
Does the spread of democracy really contribute to international peace? Successive
U. S. administrations have justified various policies intended to promote
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democracy not only by arguing that democracy is intrinsically good but by pointing
to a wide range of research concluding that democracies rarely, if ever, go to war
with one another. To promote democracy, the United States has provided
economic assistance, political support, and technical advice to emerging
democracies in Eastern and Central Europe, and it has attempted to remove
undemocratic regimes through political pressure, economic sanctions, and military
force. In Electing to Fight, Edward Mansfield and Jack Snyder challenge the widely
accepted basis of these policies by arguing that states in the early phases of
transitions to democracy are more likely than other states to become involved in
war. Drawing on both qualitative and quantitative analysis, Mansfield and Snyder
show that emerging democracies with weak political institutions are especially
likely to go to war. Leaders of these countries attempt to rally support by invoking
external threats and resorting to belligerent, nationalist rhetoric. Mansfield and
Snyder point to this pattern in cases ranging from revolutionary France to
contemporary Russia. Because the risk of a state's being involved in violent conflict
is high until democracy is fully consolidated, Mansfield and Snyder argue, the best
way to promote democracy is to begin by building the institutions that democracy
requires—such as the rule of law—and only then encouraging mass political
participation and elections. Readers will find this argument particularly relevant to
prevailing concerns about the transitional government in Iraq. Electing to Fight also
calls into question the wisdom of urging early elections elsewhere in the Islamic
world and in China.

Hegemony and Democracy
There is a widespread belief, among both political scientists and government
policymakers, that "democracies don't fight each other." Here Joanne Gowa
challenges that belief. In a thorough, systematic critique, she shows that, while
democracies were less likely than other states to engage each other in armed
conflicts between 1945 and 1980, they were just as likely to do so as were other
states before 1914. Thus, no reason exists to believe that a democratic peace will
survive the end of the Cold War. Since U.S. foreign policy is currently directed
toward promoting democracy abroad, Gowa's findings are especially timely and
worrisome. Those who assert that a democratic peace exists typically examine the
1815-1980 period as a whole. In doing so, they conflate two very different
historical periods: the pre-World War I and post-World War II years. Examining
these periods separately, Gowa shows that a democratic peace prevailed only
during the later period. Given the collapse of the Cold War world, her research calls
into question both the conclusions of previous researchers and the wisdom of
present U.S. foreign policy initiatives. By re-examining the arguments and data
that have been used to support beliefs about a democratic peace, Joanne Gowa
has produced a thought-provoking book that is sure to be controversial.

Liberal Peace, Liberal War
Democracies are extremely unlikely to wage war against other democracies – this
main proposition of the Democratic Peace theory constitutes the starting point for
this volume. Chapters authored by experts from different parts of the world
explore the concept of Democratic Peace in greater depth in relation to selected
issue areas and in comparison to other concepts such as security communities or
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concerts of powers. The role and significance of international organizations and
gender equality, for instance, are discussed and assessed in this context. The
objective guiding this exercise is to give an answer to the question as to whether
Democratic Peace and the other two concepts – i.e. security communities and
concerts of powers – can provide a solution to today’s security challenges and
constitute a guide to peaceful co-existence and conflict settlement. So, the
chapters discuss intellectual frameworks at some length, at the same time,
reflecting on potential inferences for the outside world and highlighting associated
challenges, limits, or even possible adverse implications.

Reliable Partners
Essay from the year 2010 in the subject Politics - Political Theory and the History of
Ideas Journal, grade: 1.7, Royal Holloway, University of London, language: English,
abstract: Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan being the wars discussed most
controversial in the last decade are also an important subject matter for the
political theory (Kugler et al., 2004; Mearsheimer/Walt, 2003). Especially their use
as falsifying cases against the liberal notion of democratic peace theory is
prominent - though questionable (Panke/Risse, 2007). Kant and his successors in
the tradition of the liberal democratic peace theory can to a certain extent be
defended even considering the recent wars - at east on the surface; these were
fought between despotic states and democracies and therefore do not stand in
opposition to the liberal peace theory in its 'narrow form'. Nevertheless, closer
analysis reveals that the recent conflicts can be used as examples of severe
violations of part of Kant's predictions and arguments. These arguments will be
exposed within the first part of the essay formulated by Immanuel Kant already in
1795 (Kant, 2007). Afterwards the theoretical discussion will be expanded towards
contemporary followers, such as Doyle (1983). They form what is often stated as
the liberal democratic peace theory. Subsequently, the cases of Kosovo, Iraq and
Afghanistan as possible points of falsifications against the trustworthiness of the
theoretical arguments presented beforehand will be analysed.

Peace and Democratic Society
New approaches to understanding war and peace in the changing international
system. What causes war? How can wars be prevented? Scholars and policymakers
have sought the answers to these questions for centuries. Although wars continue
to occur, recent scholarship has made progress toward developing more
sophisticated and perhaps more useful theories on the causes and prevention of
war. This volume includes essays by leading scholars on contemporary approaches
to understanding war and peace. The essays include expositions, analyses, and
critiques of some of the more prominent and enduring explanations of war. Several
authors discuss realist theories of war, which focus on the distribution of power and
the potential for offensive war. Others examine the prominent hypothesis that the
spread of democracy will usher in an era of peace. In light of the apparent increase
in nationalism and ethnic conflict, several authors present hypotheses on how
nationalism causes war and how such wars can be controlled. Contributors also
engage in a vigorous debate on whether international institutions can promote
peace. In a section on war and peace in the changing international system, several
authors consider whether rising levels of international economic independence and
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environmental scarcity will influence the likelihood of war.

Ballots and Bullets
Kant’s landmark essay “On Perpetual Peace” is as timely, relevant, and inspiring
today as when it was first written over 200 years ago. In it we find a forwardlooking vision of a world respectful of human rights, dominated by liberal
democracies, and united in a cosmopolitan federation of diverse peoples. The
essay is an expression of global idealism that remains an enduring antidote to the
violence and cynicism that are all too often on display in international relations and
foreign affairs. This book features a fresh and vigorous translation of Kant’s essay
by Ian Johnston, and it includes an extended introduction by philosopher Brian
Orend. The introduction situates Kant’s essay in its historical context and offers a
substantial analysis, section by section, of the essay itself. In doing so, Orend not
only discusses Kant’s personal life and the history of the perpetual peace tradition,
he also shows how Kant’s provocative ideas have inspired and infused our own
time, especially the concept of a global alliance of free societies committed to
respecting human rights.

Encyclopedia of Global Justice
Commencing with Susan Sontag's line that "the only worthwhile answers are those
that blow up the questions," ten contributions by UK and US academics critique the
"democratic peace" (DP) prescription for inter-state peace of "just add liberal
democracy." Contextualizing the DP literature historically and internationally, they
call for reassessment of the complex inter-relationships among democracy,
liberalism, and war in the global revolution; provide a table summarizing war and
democracy by world order periods; and identify directions for future research.
Based on US workshops in 1998 and 2000. Barkawi and Laffey are lecturers in
international relations, the former at the U. of Wales, Aberystwyth and the latter at
the U. of London.--

The Democratic Peace and Territorial Conflict in the Twentieth
Century
Are democracies less likely to go to war than other kinds of states? This volume
addresses this question, one of relevance in academic and policy-making circles
and one that has been debated by political scientists for many years.

Bob Taylor's Magazine
Many political scientists have hailed the apparent existence of Democratic
Peace--the absence of wars between democracies--as proof that a world of
democracies would be a world without war. This idea challenges traditional
approaches to international politics, which focus on the balance of power between
states regardless of their political systems. It also has important implications for
world politics, especially as President Clinton has made the promotion of
democracy a cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy on the grounds that democracies
never fight each other.This volume examines historical cases that shed light on
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various arguments that might account for a Democratic Peace. Focusing on
international crises between democratic, democratic-nondemocratic, and
nondemocratic pairs of states that either escalated to war or were resolved
peacefully, Paths to Peace explores the extent to which domestic norms and
institutions influence threat perceptions and the process of foreign
policymaking.Cases involving democratic pairs include the Anglo-French entente
cordiale, the Spanish-American War, Anglo-American peace since 1815, and
Finland versus the Western democracies in World War II. Cases involving
democracies and nondemocratic counterparts include the British-Argentine war
over the Falklands, the Indo-Pakistani conflict, and Israel's invasion of Lebanon.
Finally, cases involving nondemocratic relationships include events such as the
Iran-Iraq War and examples of nondemocratic peace, such as the resolution of
crises between Peru and Colombia, Indonesia and Malaysia, and Turkey and
Greece.Contributors : Kurt Dassel, Miriam Fendius Elman, Lawrence Freedman,
Sumit Ganguly, Arie M. Kacowicz, Christopher Layne, Martin Malin, John C.
Matthews III, John M. Owen, Stephen R. Rock.

Debating the Democratic Peace
Taking a historical and comparative perspective, the book analyses current
attempts of regime change in various parts of the world, their intended and
unintended consequences, as well as moral, legal and political aspects of external
interference in internal processes.

Power Kills
Democracies often go to war but almost never against each other. Indeed, "the
democratic peace" has become a catchphrase among scholars and even U.S.
Presidents. But why do democracies avoid fighting each other? Reliable Partners
offers the first systematic and definitive explanation. Examining decades of
research and speculation on the subject and testing this against the history of
relations between democracies over the last two centuries, Charles Lipson
concludes that constitutional democracies have a "contracting advantage"--a
unique ability to settle conflicts with each other by durable agreements. In so
doing he forcefully counters realist claims that a regime's character is irrelevant to
war and peace. Lipson argues that because democracies are confident their
bargains will stick, they can negotiate effective settlements with each other rather
than incur the great costs of war. Why are democracies more reliable partners?
Because their politics are uniquely open to outside scrutiny and facilitate long-term
commitments. They cannot easily bluff, deceive, or launch surprise attacks. While
this transparency weakens their bargaining position, it also makes their promises
more credible--and more durable, for democracies are generally stable. Their
leaders are constrained by constitutional rules, independent officials, and the
political costs of abandoning public commitments. All this allows for solid bargains
between democracies. When democracies contemplate breaking their agreements,
their open debate gives partners advance notice and a chance to protect
themselves. Hence agreements among democracies are less risky than those with
nondemocratic states. Setting rigorous analysis in friendly, vigorous prose, Reliable
Partners resolves longstanding questions about the democratic peace and
highlights important new findings about democracies in world politics, from
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rivalries to alliances. Above all, it shows conclusively that democracies are
uniquely adapted to seal enduring bargains with each other and thus avoid the
blight of war.
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