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The Copts, or Egyptian Christians, are a relatively
small and tight-knit ethno-religious group, numbering
perhaps three thousand people and living mostly in
the Detroit metropolitan area. Since they began
immigrating to Michigan in the mid-1960s, their
community has grown exponentially. Granted
exceptional access to the Coptic community, Eliot
Dickinson provides the first in- depth profile of this
unique and remarkably successful immigrant group.
Drawing on personal interviews to infuse the book
with warmth and depth. Copts in Michigan offers
readers a compelling view into this vibrant
community.

Coptic Identity and Ayyubid Politics in
Egypt, 1218-1250
Christianity arrived early in Egypt, brought--according
to tradition--by Saint Mark the Evangelist, who
became the first patriarch of Alexandria. The Coptic
Orthodox Church has flourished ever since, with
millions of adherents both in Egypt and in Coptic
communities around the world. Since its split from the
Byzantine Church in 451, the Coptic Church has
proudly maintained its early traditions, and influence
from outside has been minimal: the liturgy is still sung
to unique rhythms in Coptic, a late stage of the same
ancient Egyptian language that is inscribed in
hieroglyphs on temple walls and papyri. Dr. Otto
Meinardus, a leading authority on the history of the
Coptic Church, here revises, updates, and combines
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American
in Cairo Press,
1965, 1977) and Christian Egypt, Faith and Life (The
American University in Cairo Press, 1970) into a new,
definitive, one-volume history for the Millennium,
surveying the twenty centuries of existence of one of
the oldest churches in the world.

Christianity in the Land of the Pharaohs
The Middle East continues to dominate international
news and global politics. From the perspective of
religion, however, many Americans think of that area
only in terms of Muslims and Israeli Jews and are
unaware of the extensive Christian communities that
still exist there. Who Are the Christians in the Middle
East? chronicles the history and current state of
Christianity in this highly volatile region of the world.
Based on personal experience, official church
documents, and extensive interviews, Who Are the
Christians in the Middle East? looks at the conflicted
Middle East region from a perspective that has
received scant attention in the mainstream media.

Copts in Egypt
Kay Marshall Strom and Michele Rickett tell the
stories of persecuted Christian women from around
the world. They also provide specific prayer points
and practical action steps to equip us to respond.

Alien Citizens
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from ancient23
Egypt
shows
the exotic
rituals, esoteric
healing practices, and incantatory and supernatural
dimensions that flowered in early Christianity. These
remarkable Christian magical texts include curses,
spells of protection from "headless powers" and evil
spirits, spells invoking thunderous powers,
descriptions of fire baptism, and even recipes from a
magical "cookbook." Virtually all the texts are by
Coptic Christians, and they date from about the
1st-12th centuries of the common era, with the
majority from late antiquity. By placing these rarely
seen texts in historical context and discussing their
significance, the authors explore the place of healing,
prayer, miracles, and magic in the early Christian
experience, and expand our understanding of
Christianity and Gnosticism as a vital folk religion.

Egypt's Revolutions
V.1. ABAD-AZAR v.2. BABI-CROS v.3. CROS-ETHI v.4.
ETHI-JOHN v.5. JOHN-MUFA v.6. MUHA-PULP v.7.
QAL'-ZOST v.8. Maps-Appendix Index.

Daughters of Hope
Among the Copts brings the reader face to face with
the Christians of Egypt by offering a comprehensive
presentation of the life and thought of the Coptic
Orthodox Church at the turn of the millennium. The
book explores the important themes of the Copts
from the earliest moments of Christian history to the
present day, achieving an impressive balance
Page 4/24

Read Online Copts In Egypt A Christian Minority
Under Siege Papers Presented At The First
International
Coptic
SymposiumofZurich
between a critical
re-examination
Coptic history
September
25 2004
English
Lectorate
and original 23
research.
The
work contains
several small
biographies and numerous vignettes to illustrate the
Coptic experience as it is lived. These are presented
in sections on history, liturgy, art, theology,
monasticism, politics, mission and martyrdom.
Controversial issues are sympathetically treated by a
writer who has a deep understanding and
appreciation of Coptic and Islamic culture in modern
Egypt.

Gnosticism and Christianity in Roman
and Coptic Egypt
Egypt was trampled by almost every great power in
the world. Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Persians, Turks,
French, and English. Each came with their own
agenda, greed and avarice. looting and pillaging the
riches of Egypt, In many instances the proud people
resisted staunchly, but in many others they fell to
their invaders. The Egyptians adopted Christianity
early on, after the evangelist martyr Saint Mark
visited the country. Christianity flowed in Egypt like
the River Nile that flows through the arid dessert and
rapidly transformed its people into ardent believers,
saints and martyrs for the sake of their savior. This is
the story of the Copt Christians of Egypt, they still
inhabit the narrow Nile Valley till today, against all
odds. The Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt still
persist on this spot of land in spite of centuries of
marginalizing, ostracizing and sanctioned
persecutions. This book tells the story of the Copts of
Egypt throughout the ages, the descendants of the
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Motherland Lost
Christians in the Middle East have come under
increasing pressure in recent years with the rise of
radical Islam. In Egypt, the large Coptic Christian
community has traditionally played an important
political and historical role. This book examines
Egyptian Christians' responses to sectarian pressures
in both national and local contexts.

Who Are the Christians in the Middle
East?
Drawing on more than four decades of experience
studying Christian communities in Egypt, Otto
Meinardus offers here a sweeping overview of the
principal Christian churches and organizations in
Egypt today. For the first time, this wealth of
information has been gathered into one volume,
making it an ideal introduction to the contemporary
scene of the various Orthodox, Catholic, and
Protestant denominations that have a presence in
Egypt. Looking at Maronite churches in Alexandria,
Greek Orthodox congregations in Cairo, and new
evangelical communities in Upper Egypt, among
others, this book serves as an important reference
work for anyone interested in the broad variety of
Christian groups in Egypt, including the majority
Coptic Orthodox Church. As one of the foremost
scholars of the Christian history of Egypt and the
wider Middle East, Dr. Meinardus brings an
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in the
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perspective of its
relationship to the ancient pharaonic religion and
medieval and modern Islam. A first of its kind,
Christians in Egypt is an indispensable resource for
both scholars and interested general readers.

Copts in Michigan
Examines how international context and domestic
politics interact in producing state policies toward
religious minorities in Turkey and France.

The Political Lives of Saints
Ancient Christian Magic
This interesting study of the Copts deserves attention.
The Copts are the descendants of the ancient
Egyptians, though many of them show a strain of
Syrian or Jewish blood, and the Coptic church
preserves in a somewhat debased form the primitive
Christianity of the fourth century when it parted from
Rome and Constantinople. Through the ages the
Copts have preserved their faith and their customs;
they form about a tenth of the population of Egypt
and play a leading part in commerce. This study of
the manners and customs of the Copts is notable for
its comprehensive and scholarly handling of the
subject, for grace of style and rich, descriptive
backgrounds.
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Among the Copts
Christian Egypt
This book provides significant insights into the rise of
early Christianity in Egypt and its impact on
Christianity in Palestine.

Discoveries: Coptic Egypt
Copts and the Security State combines political,
anthropological, and social history to analyze the
practices of the Egyptian state and the political acts
of the Egyptian Coptic minority. Laure Guirguis
considers how the state, through its subjugation of
Coptic citizens, reproduces a political order based on
religious identity and difference. The leadership of the
Coptic Church, in turn, has taken more political
stances, thus foreclosing opportunities for
secularization or common ground. In each instance,
the underlying logics of authoritarianism and
sectarianism articulate a fear of the Other, and, as
Guirguis argues, are ultimately put to use to justify
the expanding Egyptian security state. In outlining the
development of the security state, Guirguis focuses
on state discourses and practices, with particular
emphasis on the period of Hosni Mubarak's rule, and
shows the transformation of the Orthodox Coptic
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done to counter the
growing tensions and violence in Egypt. The 2011
Egyptian uprising constitutes the most radical recent
attempt to subvert the predominant order. Still, the
revolutionary discourses and practices have not yet
brought forward a new system to counter the
sectarian rhetoric, and the ongoing counter-revolution
continues to repress political dissent.

Christians In Egypt
Copts in Ottoman Egypt

Coptic Life in Egypt
For the most part of their shared history, Copts and
Muslims in Egypt have experienced bouts of sectarian
tension alternating with peaceful coexistence. Copts
and Muslims in Egypt tells the story of MuslimChristian relations in Egypt from the coming of Islam
to the aftermath of the January 2011 revolution. It
begins by describing how the Church of Alexandria
came into existence, and created a monastic tradition
that would influence the whole of Christendom, before
exploring the theological controversies that plagued
the Eastern Roman world before the advent of Islam.
After bouts of persecution by the Roman emperors,
the Copts were strongly opposed by the Melkite
Church, but, with the Arab invasion of Egypt in the
seventh century, they achieved a measure of
independence and individuality that they retained
over the centuries. The Copts were also subjected to
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dynasties,
under the
Mamluks--but by and large, a relatively satisfactory
form of cohabitation was established. The authors
argue that, even if they were occasionally attacked
and persecuted, the Copts generally shared the
fortunes of their Muslim neighbors, and that religious
difference in Egypt was frequently exploited by rulers,
both internal and external, for political gain. Copts
and Muslims in Egypt provides an engaging and
highly readable account of communal relations
through key points in Egyptian history.

The Coptic Christian Heritage
While a number of photographic books on Egypt's
Christians have concentrated on the artistic and
architectural heritage of the Copts, Coptic Life in
Egypt focuses on the religious traditions and social
life of the ordinary people, revealing a little-known
side of the lived religion of a Christian community
largely unfamiliar to the Western world. The book is
divided into seven chapters; each begins with a short
introductory text giving the background on customs,
traditions, and beliefs captured so vividly in the
photographs that follow. People in Egypt like to
display their religious beliefs: in every store, juice bar,
ironing shop, or commercial establishment run by
Copts, tokens of Christianity are on exhibit. And for
many Copts, their religion is a very large part of their
lives, finding expression, for example, in their
passionate attendance at mulids and pilgrimages,
which draw thousands of people. Mulids are one of
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religious life,23
how
devotion
is fused with fun
and joy: a family may have a baby baptized and then
enjoy a ride on one of the merry-go-rounds; they may
make supplications to a saint then have a picnic or
enjoy a cotton candy. This vibrant book of lively
photographs is a window onto a colorful and intriguing
world.

Modern Sons of the Pharaohs
The Copts of Egypt are the largest Christian minority
in the Middle East. In recent years they have often
figured in the news as victims of bloody attacks by
Islamic militants. Christians versus Muslims in Modern
Egypt is the first study of Christian identity politics in
contemporary Egypt. S.S. Hasan begins by looking at
how the Coptic generation of the 1940s and 1950s
remembered, recovered, and imagined the ancient
history of Christianity in Egypt in order to weld the
Copts into a unified nation, resistant to the growing
encroachments of Islam. She argues that this
interpretation of history, in which Egyptian martyrs
figure prominently, made possible the rebirth of the
Coptic church and community-in much the same way
as the preservation of Hebrew and the historical
memory of Jewish tribulations served the purpose of
national reconstruction of the state of Israel. The bulk
of the book focuses on the period beginning with the
consecration of Pope Shenuda in 1971. Drawing on
extensive interviews with church leaders, clergy, and
others Hasan finds that during this period the
responsibilities of the church for the welfare of the
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leaders arrogated
themselves
exclusive right to
the political representation of their community and
reconceived their role from the narrow care of souls
to the promotion of economic and cultural
efflorescence of the entire Coptic community. The
leaders of this revival, she shows, have nurtured a
potent and distinctive religious culture with a sense of
communal pride and identity in an environment in
which they were increasingly exposed to
discrimination and outright hostility.

Coptic Civilization
The subject of Christian-Muslim relations in the Middle
East and indeed in the West attracts much academic
and media attention. Nowhere is this more the case
than in Egypt, which has the largest Christian
community in the Middle East, estimated at 6-10 per
cent of the national population. Henrik Lindberg
Hansen analyzes this relationship, offering an
examination of the nature and role of religious
dialogue in Egyptian society and politics. Analysing
the three main religious organizations and institutions
in Egypt (namely the Azhar University, the Muslim
Brotherhood and the Coptic Orthodox Church) as well
as a range of smaller dialogue initiatives (such as
those of CEOSS, the Anglican and Catholic Churches
and youth organisations), Hansen argues that
religious dialogue involves a close examination of
societal relations, and how these are understood and
approached. The books includes analysis of the
occasions of violence against and dialogue initiatives
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thus provides a wide-ranging exploration of the
importance of religion in Egyptian society and
everyday encounters with a religious other. The book
is consequently vital for practitioners as well as
researchers dealing with religious minorities in the
Middle East and interfaith dialogue in a wider context.

Traditional Egyptian Christianity
Christianity in the Land of the Pharaohs traces the
establishments, change and continuity in the Coptic
Church from the first century AD to the present day. It
covers a wide range of subjects, including the role of
the Holy Virgin, the desert fathers (ancient and
modern), the discovery and significance of the
Gnostic library at Nag Hammadi, the Roman
persecution, saints and martyrs, and the war against
paganism when pharaonic temples were officially
closed at the end of the fourth century. Fully
illustrated with more than 120 photographs, drawings,
and maps, Christianity in the Land of the Pharaohs
offers a captivating insight into a side of Egypt that
will be new to many readers. It is ideal not only for
students of Egyptian history and Christianity, but also
those with a more general interest in Egypt's past and
present.

The Copts of Egypt
"In the light of the escalation of sectarian tensions
during and after Mubarak's reign, the predicament of
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This book
poses such
questions as why there has been a mass exodus of
Copts from Egypt, and how this relates to other
religious minorities in the Arab region; why it is that
sectarian violence increased during and after the
2011 Revolution, which epitomized the highest
degree of national unity since 1919; and how the new
configuration of power has influenced the extent to
which a vision of a political order is being based on
the principles of inclusive democracy. The book
examines the relations among the state, the Church,
Coptic citizenry, and civil and political societies
against the backdrop of the increasing diversification
of actors, the change of political leadership in the
country, and the transformations occurring in the
region. An informative historical background is
provided, and new fieldwork and statistical data
inform a thoughtful exploration of what it takes to
build an inclusive democracy in post-Mubarak
Egypt."--Publisher's website.

Copts and the Security State
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the
heritage of Coptic Christians. The contributors
combine academic expertise with intimate and
practical knowledge of the Coptic Orthodox Church
and Coptic heritage. The chapters explore historical,
cultural, literary and material aspects, including: the
history of Christianity in Egypt, from the pre-Christian
era to the modern day Coptic religious culture:
theology, monasticism, spirituality, liturgy and music
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and
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production
in Greek,
Coptic and Arabic . material culture and artistic
expression of the Copts: from icons, mosaics and
frescos to manuscript illuminations, woodwork and
textiles. Students will find The Coptic Christian
Heritage an invaluable introduction, whilst scholars
will find its breadth provides a helpful context for
specialised research.

Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius
Pamphilus
This monograph examines the religious beliefs and
traditions of Christians in Ottoman Egypt and to
understand Coptic religious expression in the context
of its surrounding culture. More broadly, this study
reveals Ottoman society's diversity by examining the
intimate interaction between Muslim and Christian
practice.

The Oxford Handbook of Global Religions
A Lonely Minority was praised by Saturday Review as
"a highly readable and urbanely authoritative account
of the Coptic community of Egypt." Based on
extensive research and travel, this sympathetic, but
objective book portrays the struggle for survival by
millions of Christians who take pride in being the
"original Egyptians." The milestone account is as
relevant today as ever.

The 21
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The Coptic Encyclopedia
Samuel Tadros provides a clear understanding of
Copts—the native Egyptian Christians—and their crisis
of modernity in conjunction with the overall
developments in Egypt as it faced its own struggles
with modernity. He argues that the modern plight of
Copts is inseparable from the crisis of modernity and
the answers developed to address that crisis by the
Egyptian state and intellectuals, as well as by the
Coptic Church and laypeople.

American Evangelicals in Egypt
In 1854, American Presbyterian missionaries arrived
in Egypt as part of a larger Anglo-American Protestant
movement aiming for worldwide evangelization.
Protected by British imperial power, and later by
mounting American global influence, their enterprise
flourished during the next century. American
Evangelicals in Egypt follows the ongoing and often
unexpected transformations initiated by missionary
activities between the mid-nineteenth century and
1967--when the Six-Day Arab-Israeli War uprooted the
Americans in Egypt. Heather Sharkey uses Arabic and
English sources to shed light on the many facets of
missionary encounters with Egyptians. These
occurred through institutions, such as schools and
hospitals, and through literacy programs and rural
development projects that anticipated later efforts of
NGOs. To Egyptian Muslims and Coptic Christians,
missionaries presented new models for civic
Page 16/24

Read Online Copts In Egypt A Christian Minority
Under Siege Papers Presented At The First
International
Coptic
Symposium
participation and
for women's
roles Zurich
in collective
September
25 2004 English
Lectorate
worship and23
community
life. At the
same time,
missionary efforts to convert Muslims and reform
Copts stimulated new forms of Egyptian social
activism and prompted nationalists to enact laws
restricting missionary activities. Faced by Islamic
strictures and customs regarding apostasy and
conversion, and by expectations regarding the proper
structure of Christian-Muslim relations, missionaries in
Egypt set off debates about religious liberty that
reverberate even today. Ultimately, the missionary
experience in Egypt led to reconsiderations of mission
policy and evangelism in ways that had long-term
repercussions for the culture of American
Protestantism.

A Lonely Minority
Original publication and copyright date: 2011.

Christians in Egypt
Egypt's Copts make up one of the oldest and largest
Christian communities in the Middle East. Yet despite
the availability of a large number of books on aspects
of Coptic culture, including art and architecture,
monasticism, theology, and music, there is to date no
single volume that provides a comprehensive cultural
history of the Copts and their achievements. Coptic
Civilization aims to fill this gap, by introducing the
general reader, the interested non-specialist, to
Coptic culture in all its variety and multi-faceted
richness. With contributions by twenty scholars,
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literature,
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Arabic literature, the objects and documents of daily
life, magic, art and architecture, and textiles, as well
as the history of Coptic Church, its liturgy, theology,
and music.

Coptic Christianity in Ottoman Egypt
Using the life and writings of Cyril III ibn Laqlaq, 75th
patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church, along with a
variety of Christian and Muslim chroniclers, this study
explores the identity and context of the Christian
community of Egypt and its relations with the
leadership of the Ayyubid dynasty in the early
thirteenth century. Kurt J. Werthmuller introduces new
scholarship that illuminates the varied relationships
between medieval Christians of Egypt and their
Muslim neighbors. Demonstrating that the Coptic
community was neither passive nor static, the author
discusses the active role played by the Copts in the
formation and evolution of their own identity within
the wider political and societal context of this period.
In particular, he examines the boundaries between
Copts and the wider Egyptian society in the Ayyubid
period in three in-between spaces': patriarchal
authority, religious conversion, and monasticism.

Two Thousand Years of Coptic
Christianity
The important contributions of Otto Meinardus and
Marie-Helene Rutschowscaya provide comprehensive
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world. Together they bring back to life the history of
this culture, which today enjoys a remarkable
renewal."--BOOK JACKET.

History of the Coptic Orthodox People
and the Church of Egypt
"Originally published under the title Die 21: Eine Reise
ins Land der Koptischen Martyrer. Copyright Ã 2018
by Rowohlt Verlag GmbH, Reinbek bei Hamburg,
Germany. English translation copyright Ã 2018 by Alta
L. Price. The translation of this work was supported by
a grant from the Goethe-Institut."

Copts in Context
Where is Egypt headed? Did the people 'bring down
the government'? Has the country become the first
front in a regional counter-revolution backed by the
Gulf monarchies? These are only some of the
questions that this volume - the first to describe the
ongoing dynamics in Egypt since the outbreak of
revolution - explores.

Recording Village Life
Recording Village Life presents a close study of over
140 Coptic texts written between 724–756 CE by a
single scribe, Aristophanes son of Johannes, of the
village Djeme in western Thebes. These texts, which
focus primarily on taxation and property concerns,
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and country-wide levels during the early years of
Islamic rule in Egypt. Additionally, they offer a
fascinating picture of the scribe’s role within this
world, illuminating both the practical aspects of his
work and the social and professional connections with
clients for whom he wrote legal documents.
Papyrological analysis of Aristophanes’ documents,
within the context of the textual record of the village,
shows a new and divergent scribal practice that
reflects broader trends among his contemporaries:
Aristophanes was part of a larger, national system of
administrative changes, enacted by the country’s
Arab rulers in order to better control administrative
practices and fiscal policies within the country. Yet
Aristophanes’ dossier shows him not just as an
administrator, revealing details about his life, his role
in the community, and the elite networks within which
he operated. This unique perspective provides new
insights into both the micro-history of an individual’s
experience of eighth-century Theban village life, and
its reflection in the macro social, economic, and
political trends in Egypt at this time. This book will
prove valuable to scholars of late antique studies,
papyrology, philology, early Islamic history, social and
economic history, and Egyptology.

Origen Against Celsus (Complete)
Though the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt is
among the oldest Christian communities in the world,
it remained relatively unknown outside of Egypt for
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was caught
up in regional
violence, and its predicament became a cause for
concern around the world. Copts in Context examines
the situation of the Copts as a minority faith in a
volatile region and as a community confronting
modernity while steeped in tradition. Nelly van DoornHarder opens Coptic identity and tradition to a broad
range of perspectives: historical, political,
sociological, anthropological, and ethnomusicological.
Starting with contemporary issues such as recent
conflicts in Egypt, the volume works back to
topics—among them the Coptic language, the ideals
and tradition of monasticism, and church
historiography—that while rooted in the ancient past,
nevertheless remain vital in Coptic memory and
understanding of culture and tradition. Contributors
examine developments in the Coptic diaspora, in
religious education and the role of children, and in
Coptic media, as well as considering the varied nature
of Coptic participation in Egyptian society and politics
over millennia. With many Copts leaving the
homeland, preservation of Coptic history, memory,
and culture has become a vital concern to the Coptic
Church. These essays by both Coptic and non-Coptic
scholars offer insights into present-day issues
confronting the community and their connections to
relevant themes from the past, demonstrating
reexamination of that past helps strengthen modernday Coptic life and culture.

Coptic Christians and Muslims in Egypt
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time of Christ
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ancient
sect of
Christians called
the Copts. According to legend, Mark the Evangelist
founded their church in Alexandria in the 1st century
AD, when Egypt was under Roman rule and practiced
polytheistic religions. Though Egypt long ago became
a Muslim nation, the Copts maintained their traditions
and rites at monasteries and villages throughout the
Nile Valley, the river delta, and the Mediterranean
coast, and still do so today.

Christian-Muslim Relations in Egypt
"Since the Arab Spring in 2011 and ISIS's rise in 2014,
Egypt's Copts have attracted attention worldwide as
the collateral damage of revolution and as victims of
sectarian strife. Countering the din of persecution
rhetoric and Islamophobia, The Political Lives of Saints
journeys into the quieter corners of divine
intercession to consider what martyrs, miracles, and
mysteries have to do with the more routine
challenges faced by Christians and Muslims living
together under the modern nation-state. Drawing on
years of extensive fieldwork, Angie Heo argues for
understanding popular saints as material media that
organize social relations between Christians and
Muslims in Egypt toward varying political ends. With
an ethnographer's eye for traces of antiquity, she
deciphers how long-cherished imaginaries of holiness
broker bonds of revolutionary sacrifice, reconfigure
national sites of sacred territory, and pose sectarian
threats to security and order. A study of tradition and
nationhood at their limits, The Political Lives of Saints
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