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Unequal Thailand
Elites have always ruled – wielding inordinate power and wealth, taking decisions
that shape life for the rest. In good times the ‘1%’ can hide their privilege, or use
growing social mobility and economic prosperity as a justification. When times get
tougher there’s a backlash. So the first years of the twenty-first century – a time of
financial crashes, oligarchy and corruption in the West; persistent poverty in the
south; and rising inequality everywhere – have brought elites and ‘establishments’
under unprecedented fire. Yet those swept to power by this discontent are
themselves a part of the elite, attacking from within and extending rather than
ending its agenda. The New Power Elite shows how major political and social
change is typically driven by renegade elite fractions, who co-opt or sideline elites’
traditional enemies. It is the first book to combine the politics, economics,
sociology and history of elite rule to present a compact, comprehensive account of
who’s at the top, and why we let them get there.

Just Giving
Activists in Transition examines the relationship between social movements and
democratization in Indonesia. Collectively, progressive social movements have
played a critical role over in ensuring that different groups of citizens can engage
directly in—and benefit from—the political process in a way that was not possible
under authoritarianism. However, their individual roles have been different, with
some playing a decisive role in the destabilization of the regime and others serving
as bell-weathers of the advancement, or otherwise, of Indonesia's democracy in
the decades since. Equally important, democratization has affected social
movements differently depending on the form taken by each movement during the
New Order period. The book assesses the contribution that nine progressive social
movements have made to the democratization of Indonesia since the late 1980s,
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and how, in turn, each of those movements has been influenced by
democratization.

Brazillionaires
Dennis Gilbert provides a systematic comparative history of the rise and ultimate
demise of the oligarchies that dominated Latin America for nearly a century.
Focusing on five key countries, he tells the compelling story of the sugar planters,
coffee growers, cattle barons, miners, and bankers who grew rich in a rapidly
expanding global economy.

The Oligarchs
A New York Times Bestseller A multigenerational saga of two families, who rose
from immigrant roots to the pinnacle of wealth and power, that tracks the
unraveling of American democracy. In American Oligarchs, award-winning
investigative journalist Andrea Bernstein tells the story of the Trump and Kushner
families like never before. Their journey to the White House is a story of survival
and loss, crime and betrayal, that stretches from the Klondike Gold Rush, through
Nazi-occupied Poland and across the American Century, to our new gilded age. In
building and maintaining their dynastic wealth, these families came to embody the
rising nationalism and inequality that has pushed the United States to the brink of
oligarchy. Building on her landmark reporting for the acclaimed podcast Trump,
Inc. and The New Yorker, Bernstein’s painstaking detective work brings to light new
information about the families’ arrival as immigrants to America, their paths to
success, and the business and personal lives of the president and his closest family
members. Bernstein traces how the two families ruthlessly harnessed New York
and New Jersey machine politics to gain valuable tax breaks and grew rich on
federal programs that bolstered the middle class. She shows how the Trump
Organization, denied credit by American banks, turned to shady international
capital. She reveals astonishing new details about Charles Kushner’s attempts to
ensnare his brother-in-law with a prostitute and explores how Jared Kushner and
his father used a venerable New York newspaper to bolster their business empire.
Drawing on more than two hundred interviews and more than one hundred
thousand pages of documents, many previously unseen or long forgotten,
Bernstein shows how the Trumps and the Kushners repeatedly broke rules and
then leveraged secrecy, intimidation, and prosecutorial and judicial power to avoid
legal consequences. The result is a compelling narrative that details how the
Trump and Kushner dynasties encouraged and profited from a system of
corruption, dark money, and influence trading, and that reveals the historical
turning points and decisions—on taxation, regulation, white-collar crime, and
campaign finance laws—that have brought us to where we are today.

Moneyland
Extreme inequalities in income,wealth and power lie behind Thailand’s political
turmoil. What are the sources of this inequality? Why does it persist, or even
increase when the economy grows? How can it be addressed? The contributors to
this important study—Thai scholars, reformers and civil servants—shed light on the
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many dimensions of inequality in Thailand, looking beyond simple income
measures to consider land ownership, education, finance, business structures and
politics. The contributors propose a series of reforms in taxation, spending and
institutional reform that can address growing inequality. Inequality is among the
biggest threats to social stability in Southeast Asia, and this close study of a key
Southeast Asian country will be relevant to regional policy-makers, economists and
business decision-makers, as well as students of oligarchy and inequality more
generally.

Democracy Matters
Classical Greek Oligarchy thoroughly reassesses an important but neglected form
of ancient Greek government, the "rule of the few." Matthew Simonton challenges
scholarly orthodoxy by showing that oligarchy was not the default mode of politics
from time immemorial, but instead emerged alongside, and in reaction to,
democracy. He establishes for the first time how oligarchies maintained power in
the face of potential citizen resistance. The book argues that oligarchs designed
distinctive political institutions—such as intra-oligarchic power sharing, targeted
repression, and rewards for informants—to prevent collective action among the
majority population while sustaining cooperation within their own ranks. To clarify
the workings of oligarchic institutions, Simonton draws on recent social science
research on authoritarianism. Like modern authoritarian regimes, ancient Greek
oligarchies had to balance coercion with co-optation in order to keep their subjects
disorganized and powerless. The book investigates topics such as control of public
space, the manipulation of information, and the establishment of patron-client
relations, frequently citing parallels with contemporary nondemocratic regimes.
Simonton also traces changes over time in antiquity, revealing the processes
through which oligarchy lost the ideological battle with democracy for legitimacy.
Classical Greek Oligarchy represents a major new development in the study of
ancient politics. It fills a longstanding gap in our knowledge of nondemocratic
government while greatly improving our understanding of forms of power that
continue to affect us today.

Putin's People
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “The story Unger weaves with those earlier
accounts and his original reporting is fresh, illuminating and more alarming than
the intelligence channel described in the Steele dossier.”—The Washington Post
House of Trump, House of Putin offers the first comprehensive investigation into
the decades-long relationship among Donald Trump, Vladimir Putin, and the
Russian Mafia that ultimately helped win Trump the White House. It is a chilling
story that begins in the 1970s, when Trump made his first splash in the booming,
money-drenched world of New York real estate, and ends with Trump’s
inauguration as president of the United States. That moment was the culmination
of Vladimir Putin’s long mission to undermine Western democracy, a mission that
he and his hand-selected group of oligarchs and Mafia kingpins had ensnared
Trump in, starting more than twenty years ago with the massive bailout of a string
of sensational Trump hotel and casino failures in Atlantic City. This book confirms
the most incredible American paranoias about Russian malevolence. To most, it
will be a hair-raising revelation that the Cold War did not end in 1991—that it
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merely evolved, with Trump’s apartments offering the perfect vehicle for billions of
dollars to leave the collapsing Soviet Union. In House of Trump, House of Putin,
Craig Unger methodically traces the deep-rooted alliance between the highest
echelons of American political operatives and the biggest players in the frightening
underworld of the Russian Mafia. He traces Donald Trump’s sordid ascent from
foundering real estate tycoon to leader of the free world. He traces Russia’s
phoenix like rise from the ashes of the post–Cold War Soviet Union as well as its
ceaseless covert efforts to retaliate against the West and reclaim its status as a
global superpower. Without Trump, Russia would have lacked a key component in
its attempts to return to imperial greatness. Without Russia, Trump would not be
president. This essential book is crucial to understanding the real powers at play in
the shadows of today’s world. The appearance of key figures in this book—Paul
Manafort, Michael Cohen, and Felix Sater to name a few—ring with haunting
significance in the wake of Robert Mueller’s report and as others continue to close
in on the truth.

The New Power Elite
Why do some authoritarian regimes topple during financial crises, while others
steer through financial crises relatively unscathed? In this book, Thomas B.
Pepinsky uses the experiences of Indonesia and Malaysia and the analytical tools
of open economy macroeconomics to answer this question. Focusing on the
economic interests of authoritarian regimes' supporters, Pepinsky shows that
differences in cross-border asset specificity produce dramatically different
outcomes in regimes facing financial crises. When asset specificity divides
supporters, as in Indonesia, they desire mutually incompatible adjustment policies,
yielding incoherent adjustment policy followed by regime collapse. When coalitions
are not divided by asset specificity, as in Malaysia, regimes adopt radical
adjustment measures that enable them to survive financial crises. Combining rich
qualitative evidence from Southeast Asia with cross-national time-series data and
comparative case studies of Latin American autocracies, Pepinsky reveals the
power of coalitions and capital mobility to explain how financial crises produce
regime change.

THE POWER ELITE
For two thousand years, constitutional republics assumed class divisions a priori.
But as Ganesh Sitaraman reminds us in this exceptionally lucid study, our
Constitution, growing as it did out of a society of almost unprecedented economic
equality, made no provisions to prevent the upper class from seizing the levers of
power, as previous constitutions had. Now that the wealthy are doing just that,
Sitaraman argues Americans face a choice- Do we want to live in the kind of equal
society our founders always assumed we would, or do we want to adapt our
Constitution to fit the kind of inequality they believed America was an exception
to? In deciding that question, he reasons, we should be heartened by the fact that
we've taken steps to reduce inequality and strengthen the middle class before
now, but we can and should take those steps again.

Southeast Asia beyond Crises and Traps
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The main driver of inequality—returns on capital that exceed the rate of economic
growth—is again threatening to generate extreme discontent and undermine
democratic values. Thomas Piketty’s findings in this ambitious, original, rigorous
work will transform debate and set the agenda for the next generation of thought
about wealth and inequality.

American Oligarchs: The Kushners, the Trumps, and the
Marriage of Money and Power
This book examines five countries in South East Asia that are instructive case
studies of how the region has had to negotiate pathways of development beyond
crises and traps. At two ends of just one decade, 1997–2007, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam all had to weather the shocks of an East
Asian financial crisis and a global financial crisis. Some economies might have
buckled completely under those shocks and been condemned to long-term
stagnation. Yet these five economies, part of the larger Asian region, emerged with
continued if slower economic growth. An important theme of this book is that their
resilience has been partly derived from the pursuit of growth and competitiveness
along less known or recommended pathways. The chapters of this book take a
novel approach to South East Asia’s search for growth and improvement. They do
not begin by evaluating how far macro-level performances would take a particular
country towards high-income status. Instead they provide original insights into
actual cases of intermediate ways of achieving growth, upgrading and income
improvement in non-privileged sectors. Such cases may hold more relevant
lessons for the majority of developing countries than the experiences of highly
developed economies.

Capital in the Twenty-First Century
Long before the "one percent" became a protest slogan, American founding father
John Adams feared the power of a class he called simply "the few"—the wellborn,
the beautiful, and especially the rich. In John Adams and the Fear of American
Oligarchy, Luke Mayville explores Adams’s deep concern with the way in which
inequality threatens to corrode democracy and empower a small elite. Adams
believed that wealth is politically powerful not merely because money buys
influence, but also because citizens admire and even identify with the rich.
Mayville explores Adams’s theory of wealth and power in the context of his broader
concern about social and economic disparities—reflections that promise to
illuminate contemporary debates about inequality and its political consequences.
He also examines Adams’s ideas about how oligarchy might be countered. A
compelling work of intellectual history, John Adams and the Fear of American
Oligarchy has important lessons for today’s world.

John Adams and the Fear of American Oligarchy
Corruption is a threat to democracy and economic development in many societies.
It arises in the ways people pursue, use and exchange wealth and power, and in
the strength or weakness of the state, political and social institutions that sustain
and restrain those processes. Differences in these factors, Michael Johnston
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argues, give rise to four major syndromes of corruption: Influence Markets, Elite
Cartels, Oligarchs and Clans, and Official Moguls. In this 2005 book, Johnston uses
statistical measures to identify societies in each group, and case studies to show
that the expected syndromes do arise. Countries studied include the United States,
Japan and Germany (Influence Markets); Italy, Korea and Botswana (Elite Cartels);
Russia, the Philippines and Mexico (Oligarchs and Clans); and China, Kenya, and
Indonesia (Offical Moguls). A concluding chapter explores reform, emphasising the
ways familiar measures should be applied - or withheld, lest they do harm - with an
emphasis upon the value of 'deep democratisation'.

The Oligarchy and the Old Regime in Latin America, 1880-1970
For centuries, oligarchs were viewed as empowered by wealth, an idea muddled by
elite theory early in the twentieth century. The common thread for oligarchs across
history is that wealth defines them, empowers them and inherently exposes them
to threats. The existential motive of all oligarchs is wealth defense. How they
respond varies with the threats they confront, including how directly involved they
are in supplying the coercion underlying all property claims and whether they act
separately or collectively. These variations yield four types of oligarchy: warring,
ruling, sultanistic and civil. Moreover, the rule of law problem in many societies is a
matter of taming oligarchs. Cases studied in this book include the United States,
ancient Athens and Rome, Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore, medieval Venice
and Siena, mafia commissions in the United States and Italy, feuding Appalachian
families and early chiefs cum oligarchs dating from 2300 BCE.

The "gospel of Wealth" Essays and Other Writings
An investigation into the foundations of democratic societies and the ongoing
struggle over the power of concentrated wealth Much of our politics today, Paul
Starr writes, is a struggle over entrenchment--efforts to bring about change in
ways that opponents will find difficult to undo. That is why the stakes of
contemporary politics are so high. In this wide-ranging book, Starr examines how
changes at the foundations of society become hard to reverse--yet sometimes are
overturned. Overcoming aristocratic power was the formative problem for
eighteenth-century revolutions. Overcoming slavery was the central problem for
early American democracy. Controlling the power of concentrated wealth has been
an ongoing struggle in the world's capitalist democracies. The battles continue
today in the troubled democracies of our time, with the rise of both oligarchy and
populist nationalism and the danger that illiberal forces will entrench themselves in
power. Entrenchment raises fundamental questions about the origins of our
institutions and urgent questions about the future.

Reinventing Asian Populism
h2 style="page-break-after:avoid"Examines the Indonesian media industry in the
digital era, examining contemporary ‘battlefields’ between media owners and
ordinary citizens.

The Vory
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In this saga of brilliant triumphs and magnificent failures, David E. Hoffman, the
former Moscow bureau chief for the Washington Post, sheds light on the hidden
lives of Russia's most feared power brokers: the oligarchs. Focusing on six of these
ruthless men— Alexander Smolensky, Yuri Luzhkov, Anatoly Chubais, Mikhail
Khodorkovsky, Boris Berezovsky, and Vladimir Gusinsky—Hoffman shows how a
rapacious, unruly capitalism was born out of the ashes of Soviet communism.

Activists in Transition
A Sunday Times bestseller "This riveting, immaculately researched book is
arguably the best single volume written about Putin, the people around him and
perhaps even about contemporary Russia itself in the past three decades." —Peter
Frankopan, Financial Times Interference in American elections. The sponsorship of
extremist politics in Europe. War in Ukraine. In recent years, Vladimir Putin’s Russia
has waged a concerted campaign to expand its influence and undermine Western
institutions. But how and why did all this come about, and who has orchestrated it?
In Putin’s People, the investigative journalist and former Moscow correspondent
Catherine Belton reveals the untold story of how Vladimir Putin and the small
group of KGB men surrounding him rose to power and looted their country. Delving
deep into the workings of Putin’s Kremlin, Belton accesses key inside players to
reveal how Putin replaced the freewheeling tycoons of the Yeltsin era with a new
generation of loyal oligarchs, who in turn subverted Russia’s economy and legal
system and extended the Kremlin's reach into the United States and Europe. The
result is a chilling and revelatory exposé of the KGB’s revanche—a story that
begins in the murk of the Soviet collapse, when networks of operatives were able
to siphon billions of dollars out of state enterprises and move their spoils into the
West. Putin and his allies subsequently completed the agenda, reasserting Russian
power while taking control of the economy for themselves, suppressing
independent voices, and launching covert influence operations abroad. Ranging
from Moscow and London to Switzerland and Brooklyn’s Brighton Beach—and
assembling a colorful cast of characters to match—Putin’s People is the definitive
account of how hopes for the new Russia went astray, with stark consequences for
its inhabitants and, increasingly, the world.

Once Upon a Time in Russia
The book description text is repeated (2 times, one after the other). Rather than
you reading through the description to determine where the repeat starts, please
replace the description with the following: Around the globe, populists have used
the decline of established political parties and widespread societal fears of
globalization to launch increasingly successful electoral campaigns. Indonesia is no
exception. In the 2014 presidential elections, two populists even competed against
each other--albeit with vastly different concepts of populism. Prabowo Subianto,
the wealthy former son-in-law of ex-autocrat Suharto, offered a classic populist
paradigm based on anti-foreign rhetoric, condemnation of the status quo, appeal to
the poor, and neo-authoritarian reform plans. By contrast, his opponent, the downto-earth former carpenter and Jakarta governor, Joko Widodo ("Jokowi"), advanced
a new form of technocratic populism that was inclusive, nonconfrontational, and
primarily focused on improving the quality of public service delivery. This study
explores the dynamics of the electoral contest between Prabowo and Jokowi, and
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analyzes what they tell us about the conditions under which populist campaigns
are launched and succeed or fail. It shows that Prabowo's campaign was ultimately
defeated because Indonesia's post-Suharto democracy was not in a state of acute,
life-threatening crisis. However, the issue also illuminates Jokowi's struggle to
establish his populist rule after his inauguration as president, with oligarchic forces
and other members of the old elite forcefully trying to intrude into his new
government.

Beyond Oligarchy
A permanent political class has emerged on a scale unprecedented in our nation 's
history. Its self-dealing, nepotism, and corruption contribute to rising inequality. Its
reach extends from the governing elite throughout nongovernmental institutions.
Aside from constituting an oligarchy of prestige and power, it enables the creation
of an aristocracy of massive inherited wealth that is accumulating immense
political power. In a muckraking tour de force reminiscent of Lincoln Steffens,
Upton Sinclair, and C. Wright Mills, American Oligarchy demonstrates the way the
corrupt culture of the permanent political class extends down to the state and local
level. Ron Formisano breaks down the ways this class creates economic inequality
and how its own endemic corruption infects our entire society. Formisano delves
into the work of not just politicians but lobbyists, consultants, appointed
bureaucrats, pollsters, celebrity journalists, behind-the-scenes billionaires, and
others. Their shameless pursuit of wealth and self-aggrandizement, often at
taxpayer expense, rewards channeling the flow of income and wealth to elites.
That inequality in turn has choked off social mobility and made a joke of
meritocracy. As Formisano shows, these forces respond to the oligarchy 's power
and compete to bask in the presence of the .01 percent. They also exacerbate the
dangerous instability of an American democracy divided between extreme wealth
and extreme poverty.

The Crisis of the Middle-Class Constitution
In the essay, Carnegie argues that the accumulation of wealth is beneficial to
society and the government should take no action to impede it. He wrote, "The
man who dies rich dies disgraced." and practiced what he preached and spent his
last years giving away his vast fortune.

Good Capitalism, Bad Capitalism, and the Economics of Growth
and Prosperity
Politics is a work of political philosophy by Aristotle, a 4th-century BC Greek
philosopher. The end of the Nicomachean Ethics declared that the inquiry into
ethics necessarily follows into politics, and the two works are frequently considered
to be parts of a larger treatise, or perhaps connected lectures, dealing with the
"philosophy of human affairs." The title of the Politics literally means "the things
concerning the polis." Aristotle's Politics is divided into eight books which are each
further divided into chapters. Citations of this work, as with the rest of the works of
Aristotle, are often made by referring to the Bekker section numbers. Politics spans
the Bekker sections 1252a to 1342b. After studying a number of real and
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theoretical city-states' constitutions, Aristotle classified them according to various
criteria. On one side stand the true (or good) constitutions, which are considered
such because they aim for the common good, and on the other side the perverted
(or deviant) ones, considered such because they aim for the well being of only a
part of the city. The constitutions are then sorted according to the "number" of
those who participate to the magistracies: one, a few, or many. Aristotle's sixfold
classification is slightly different from the one found in The Statesman by Plato.
The diagram above illustrates Aristotle's classification. The literary character of the
Politics is subject to some dispute, growing out of the textual difficulties that
attended the loss of Aristotle's works. Book III ends with a sentence that is
repeated almost verbatim at the start of Book VII, while the intervening Books IV–VI
seem to have a very different flavor from the rest; Book IV seems to refer several
times back to the discussion of the best regime contained in Books VII–VIII. Some
editors have therefore inserted Books VII–VIII after Book III.

Wealth and Power
The New York Times bestselling author of Bringing Down the House and The
Accidental Billionaires tells his most incredible story yet: A true drama of obscene
wealth, crime, rivalry, and betrayal from deep inside the world of billionaire
Russian oligarchs that Booklist called “one more example of just how talented a
storyteller [Mezrich] is.” Meet two larger-than-life Russians: former mathematician
Boris Berezovsky, who moved into more lucrative ventures as well as politics,
becoming known as the Godfather of the Kremlin; and Roman Abramovich, a
dashing young entrepreneur who built one of Russia’s largest oil companies from
the ground up. After a chance meeting on a yacht in the Caribbean, the men
became locked in a complex partnership, surfing the waves of privatization after
the fall of the Soviet regime and amassing mega fortunes while also taking the
reins of power in Russia. With Berezovsky serving as the younger entrepreneur’s
krysha—literally, his roof, his protector—they battled their way through the “Wild
East” of Russia until their relationship soured when Berezovsky attacked President
Vladimir Putin in the media. Dead bodies trailed Berezovsky as he escaped to
London, where an associate died painfully of Polonium poisoning, creating an
international furor. As Abramovich prospered, Berezovsky was found dead in a
luxurious London town house, declared a suicide. With unprecedented, exclusive
first-person sourcing, Mezrich takes us inside a world of unimaginable wealth,
power, and corruption to uncover this exciting story, a true-life thriller epic for our
time—“Wolf Hall on the Moskva” (Bookpage).

Classical Greek Oligarchy
When Bloomberg News invited the young American journalist Alex Cuadros to
report on Brazil's emerging class of billionaires at the height of the historic
Brazilian boom, he was poised to cover two of the biggest business stories of our
time: how the giants of the developing world were taking their place at the center
of global capitalism, and how wealth inequality was changing societies
everywhere. The billionaires of Brazil and their massive fortunes resided at the
very top of their country's economic pyramid, and whether they quietly
accumulated exceptional power or extravagantly displayed their decadence, they
formed a potent microcosm of the world's richest .001 percent. They held sway
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over the economy, government, media, and stewardship of the environment; they
determined the spiritual fates and populated the imaginations of their countrymen.
In 2012, Eike Batista ranked as the eighth-richest person in the world, was famous
for his marriage to a beauty queen, and was a fixture in the Brazilian press. But by
2015, Batista was bankrupt, his son Thor had been indicted for manslaughter, and
Brazil--its president facing impeachment, its provinces combating an epidemic, and
its business and political class torn apart by scandal--had become a cautionary tale
of a country run aground by its elites. Over four years, Cuadros reported on media
moguls and televangelists, energy barons and shadowy figures from the years of
military dictatorship, soy barons who lived on the outskirts of the Amazon, and neweconomy billionaires spinning money from speculation. His zealous reporting takes
us from penthouses to courtrooms, from favelas to art fairs, from scenes of
unimaginable wealth to desperate, massive street protests. Within a business
narrative that deftly dramatizes the volatility of the global economy, Cuadros offers
us literary journalism with a grand sweep.--Adapted from dust jacket.

Electoral Dynamics in Indonesia
A new and distinctive analysis of the dramatic fall of Soeharto, the last of the great
Cold-War capitalist dictators, and of the struggles that reshape the institutions and
systems of power and wealth in Indonesia.

Entrenchment
Inc.com 5 Business Thrillers to Read on the Beach This Summer * Amazon Best
Book of the Month - Nonfiction * An Economist Book of the Year * The Sunday
Times Business Book of the Year "If you want to know why international crooks and
their eminently respectable financial advisors walk tall and only the little people
pay taxes, this is the ideal book for you. Every politician and moneyman on the
planet should read it, but they won't because it's actually about them." —John le
Carré, author of A Legacy of Spies An investigative journalist's deep dive into the
corrupt workings of the world's kleptocrats. From ruined towns on the edge of
Siberia, to Bond-villain lairs in London and Manhattan, something has gone wrong.
Kleptocracies, governments run by corrupt leaders that prosper at the expense of
their people, are on the rise. Once upon a time, if an official stole money, there
wasn't much he could do with it. He could buy himself a new car or build himself a
nice house or give it to his friends and family, but that was about it. If he kept
stealing, the money would just pile up in his house until he had no rooms left to put
it in, or it was eaten by mice. And then some bankers had a bright idea. Join the
investigative journalist Oliver Bullough on a journey into Moneyland—the secret
country of the lawless, stateless superrich. Learn how the institutions of Europe
and the United States have become money-laundering operations, attacking the
foundations of many of the world's most stable countries. Meet the kleptocrats.
Meet their awful children. And find out how heroic activists around the world are
fighting back. This is the story of wealth and power in the 21st century. It isn't too
late to change it.

Economic Crises and the Breakdown of Authoritarian Regimes
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Inequality and Energy: How Extremes of Wealth and Poverty in High Income
Countries Affect CO2 Emissions and Access to Energy challenges energy
consumption researchers in developed countries to reorient their research
frameworks to include the effects of economic inequality within the scope of their
investigations, and calls for a new set of paradigms for energy consumption
research. The book explores concrete examples of energy deprivation due to
inequality, and provides conceptual tools to explore this in relation to other issues
regarding energy consumption. It thereby urges that energy consumption
approaches be updated for a world of increasing inequality. Extreme economic
inequality has increased within developed countries over the past three decades.
The effects of inequality are now seen increasingly in health, housing affordability,
crime and social cohesion. There are signs it may even threaten democracy.
Researchers are also exploring its effects on energy consumption. One of their key
findings is that less privileged groups have lost consistent access to basic energy
services like warm homes and affordable transport, leading to huge disparities of
climate damaging emissions between rich and poor. Provides overwhelming
evidence of the persistent and increasing income inequality and wealth inequality
in developed countries over the past three decades Showcases recent empirical
work that explores correlates of this inequality with energy consumption behavior
and some of the key problems of access to adequate energy services Shows the
connections between these findings and the existing ways of researching energy
consumption behavior and policy

Piety and Public Opinion
In this important book, William J. Baumol, Robert E. Litan, and Carl J. Schramm
contend that the answers to these questions lie within capitalist economies, though
many observers make the mistake of believing that "capitalism" is of a single kind.
Writing in an accessible style, the authors dispel that myth, documenting four
different varieties of capitalism, some "Good" and some "Bad" for growth. The
authors identify the conditions that characterize Good Capitalism--the right blend
of entrepreneurial and established firms, which can vary among countries--as well
as the features of Bad Capitalism. They examine how countries catching up to the
United States can move faster toward the economic frontier, while laying out the
need for the United States itself to stick to and reinforce the recipe for growth that
has enabled it to be the leading economic force in the world. This pathbreaking
book is a must read for anyone who cares about global growth and how to ensure
America's economic future.

The Modern Principalia
Across the Muslim world, religion plays an increasingly prominent role in both the
private and public lives of over a billion people. Observers of these changes
struggle to understand the consequences of an Islamic resurgence in a
democratizing world. Will democratic political participation by an increasingly
religious population lead to victories by Islamists at the ballot box? Will more
conspicuously pious Muslims participate in politics and markets in a fundamentally
different way than they had previously? Will a renewed attention to Islam lead
Muslim democracies to reevaluate their place in the global community of states,
turning away from alignments with the West or the Global South and towards an
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Islamic civilizational identity? The answers to all of these questions depend, at
least in part, on what ordinary Muslims think and do. In order to provide these
answers, the authors of this book look to Indonesia--the world's largest Muslim
country and one of the world's only consolidated Muslim democracies. They draw
on original public opinion data to explore how religiosity and religious belief
translate into political and economic behavior at the individual level. Across
various issue areas--support for democracy or Islamic law, partisan politics, Islamic
finance, views about foreign engagement--they find no evidence that the religious
orientations of Indonesian Muslims have any systematic relationships with their
political preferences or economic behavior. The broad conclusion is that scholars of
Islam, in Indonesia and elsewhere, must understand religious life and individual
piety as part of a larger and more complex set of social transformations. These
transformations include modernization, economic development, and globalization,
each of which has occurred in parallel with Islamic revivalism throughout the world.
Against the common assumption that piety would naturally inhibit any tendencies
towards modernity, democracy, or cosmopolitanism, Piety and Public Opinion
reveals the complex and subtle links between religion and political beliefs in a
critically important Muslim democracy.

American Oligarchy
The first English-language book to document the men who emerged from the
gulags to become Russia's much-feared crime class: the vory v zakone Mark
Galeotti is the go-to expert on organized crime in Russia, consulted by
governments and police around the world. Now, Western readers can explore the
fascinating history of the vory v zakone, a group that has survived and thrived
amid the changes brought on by Stalinism, the Cold War, the Afghan War, and the
end of the Soviet experiment. The vory--as the Russian mafia is also known--was
born early in the twentieth century, largely in the Gulags and criminal camps,
where they developed their unique culture. Identified by their signature tattoos,
members abided by the thieves' code, a strict system that forbade all paid
employment and cooperation with law enforcement and the state. Based on two
decades of on-the-ground research, Galeotti's captivating study details the vory's
journey to power from their early days to their adaptation to modern-day Russia's
free-wheeling oligarchy and global opportunities beyond.

Politics
The Modern Principalia is about the Philippine ruling elite--who they are and how
they evolved in history. It delves into their economic interests as well as their
lifestyles, how they acquired their wealth and built a world of their own. It
describes their family links and their interlocking interests with other elites and
foreign partners. The book also examines the values and behavior of the elite in
politics and government, how they exploit the poverty and ignorance of the
masses to win political power, and what they do with that power.

Media Power in Indonesia
Explores the threats to democracy that exist both in the United States and in the
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Middle East, discussing the corruption that plagues our own democracy, the failure
to foster peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and other crises.

Oligarchy
The lives of wealthy people have long held an allure to many, but the lives of
wealthy Russians pose a particular fascination. Having achieved their riches over
the course of a single generation, the top 0.1 percent of Russian society have
become known for ostentatious lifestyles and tastes. Nevertheless, as Elisabeth
Schimpfössl shows in this book, their stories reveal a bourgeois existence that is
distinct in its circumstances and self-definition, and far more complex than the
caricatures suggest. Rich Russians takes a deep and unprecedented look at this
group: their personal stories, trajectories, ideas about life and how they see their
role and position both on top of Russian society as well as globally. These people
grew up and lived through a historically unique period of economic turmoil and
social change following the collapse of the Soviet Union. But when taken in a wider
historical context, their lives follow a familiar path, from new money to respectable
money; parvenus becoming part of Society. Based on interviews with millionaires,
billionaires, their spouses and children, Rich Russians concludes that, as a class,
they have acquired all sorts of cultural and social resources which help consolidate
their personal power. They have developed distinguished and refined tastes,
rediscovered their family history, and begun actively engaging in philanthropy.
Most importantly, they have worked out a narrative to justify why they deserve
their elitist position in society - because of who they are and their superior qualities
- and why they should be treated as equals by the West. This is a group whose
social, cultural and political influence is likely to outlast any regime change. As the
first book to examine the transformation of Russia's former "robber barons" into a
new social class, Rich Russians provides insight into how this nation's newly
wealthy tick.

Inequality and Energy
The troubling ethics and politics of philanthropy Is philanthropy, by its very nature,
a threat to today’s democracy? Though we may laud wealthy individuals who give
away their money for society’s benefit, Just Giving shows how such generosity not
only isn’t the unassailable good we think it to be but might also undermine
democratic values and set back aspirations of justice. Big philanthropy is often an
exercise of power, the conversion of private assets into public influence. And it is a
form of power that is largely unaccountable, often perpetual, and lavishly taxadvantaged. The affluent—and their foundations—reap vast benefits even as they
influence policy without accountability. And small philanthropy, or ordinary
charitable giving, can be problematic as well. Charity, it turns out, does
surprisingly little to provide for those in need and sometimes worsens inequality.
These outcomes are shaped by the policies that define and structure philanthropy.
When, how much, and to whom people give is influenced by laws governing
everything from the creation of foundations and nonprofits to generous tax
exemptions for donations of money and property. Rob Reich asks: What attitude
and what policies should democracies have concerning individuals who give money
away for public purposes? Philanthropy currently fails democracy in many ways,
but Reich argues that it can be redeemed. Differentiating between individual
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philanthropy and private foundations, the aims of mass giving should be the
decentralization of power in the production of public goods, such as the arts,
education, and science. For foundations, the goal should be what Reich terms
“discovery,” or long-time-horizon innovations that enhance democratic
experimentalism. Philanthropy, when properly structured, can play a crucial role in
supporting a strong liberal democracy. Just Giving investigates the ethical and
political dimensions of philanthropy and considers how giving might better support
democratic values and promote justice.

Syndromes of Corruption
Beyond Oligarchy is a collection of essays by leading scholars of contemporary
Indonesian politics and society, each addressing effects of material inequality on
political power and contestation in democratic Indonesia. The contributors assess
how critical concepts in the study of politics—oligarchy, inequality, power,
democracy, and others—can be used to characterize the Indonesian case, and in
turn, how the Indonesian experience informs conceptual and analytical debates in
political science and related disciplines. In bringing together experts from around
the world to engage with these themes, Beyond Oligarchy reclaims a tradition of
focused intellectual debate across scholarly communities in Indonesian studies.
The collapse of Indonesia's New Order has proven a critical juncture in Indonesian
political studies, launching new analyses about the drivers of regime change and
the character of Indonesian democracy. It has also prompted a new groundswell of
theoretical reflection among Indonesianists on concepts such as representation,
competition, power, and inequality. As such, the onset of Indonesia’s second
democratic period represents more than just new point of departure for
comparative analyses of Indonesia as a democratizing state; it has also served as a
catalyst for theoretical and conceptual development.

Reorganising Power in Indonesia
Beyond Outrage
Two leading experts on China evaluate its rise throughout the past one hundred
fifty years, sharing portraits of key intellectual and political leaders to explain how
China transformed from a country under foreign assault to a world giant.

America Beyond Capitalism
How do politicians win elected office in Indonesia? To find out, research teams
fanned out across the country prior to Indonesia’s 2014 legislative election to
record campaign events, interview candidates and canvassers, and observe their
interactions with voters. They found that at the grassroots political parties are less
important than personal campaign teams and vote brokers who reach out to voters
through a wide range of networks associated with religion, ethnicity, kinship, micro
enterprises, sports clubs and voluntary groups of all sorts. Above all, candidates
distribute patronage—cash, goods and other material benefits—to individual voters
and to communities. Electoral Dynamics in Indonesia brings to light the scale and
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complexity of vote buying and the many uncertainties involved in this style of
politics, providing an unusually intimate portrait of politics in a patronage-based
system.

House of Trump, House of Putin
America Beyond Capitalism is a book whose time has come. Gar Alperovitz's expert
diagnosis of the long-term structural crisis of the American economic and political
system is accompanied by detailed, practical answers to the problems we face as a
society. Unlike many books that reserve a few pages of a concluding chapter to
offer generalized, tentative solutions, Alperovitz marshals years of research into
emerging "new economy" strategies to present a comprehensive picture of
practical bottom-up efforts currently underway in thousands of communities across
the United States. All democratize wealth and empower communities, not
corporations: worker-ownership, cooperatives, community land trusts, social
enterprises, along with many supporting municipal, state and longer term federal
strategies as well. America Beyond Capitalism is a call to arms, an eminently
practical roadmap for laying foundations to change a faltering system that
increasingly fails to sustain the great American values of equality, liberty and
meaningful democracy.

Rich Russians
Argues that real change can only come when party lines are ignored and people
from both sides of the aisle band together to enact common sense policies.
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